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There appears to be a significant error in this work. My
interview of Mr. Knowlton, related to WJAX, was attributed to
William Knowlton. It appears that the correct first name was
Donald. Donald Knowlton was advertising manager of the
Union Trust which was a client of a PR firm. When the bank
failed in the early 1930s, Knowlton teamed up with John Hill to
form the powerful firm Hill and Knowlton which was
headquartered in Cleveland. When Hill moved the company’s
central offices to New York, Knowlton remained in the firm’s
Cleveland offices.



After an exhausdive veargh of Cleveland's annals
portalning to the development ofher radlo industyy, 1
ultimately found that, in pmaeral, detalled Inforwmstlon
comoarming-the ploneers of the radls Aindwstiry in thelr
aren, simply wasn't available, and I was therefore forced
to pesort to pereonal Interviews. The productlion of this
surwvey would have been entirely impossible withoui the time,
and effort, genercully expended by those people oredited
in the bibliogreaphys The many conflleting faetd concorm-
ing early stations, and the goneral chaos that reigned in
the industry at that time, would make a reasonably asour-
abe history of these stations s literal imposaibllity
without thelr ald in wwaveling the contradicting accounts.
In particulsr, my sineere thenks go to Richard Dy, Wobner,
whogse guldance satiued for me the inbmiwlews o0 whieh I
fafer.

Ronald EKraner =
May 15, 1963



THE DEVELQPMENT OF CLEVELANRIS
RARIQ_INRUSTRY

The transmission of impulses, and later volece, by radio
waves was practiced as early as the turn of the century,
on an almost entirelh amateur, and very crude, basis, with
little or no thought of commercialization. Cleveland's ini-
tilal acquaintance with radio was therefore, much the same
a8 that of most other areas of the nation; prior to the year
1921 she had within her conflnes a small, but dedicated group
of what we now call "hams', lnterested in the transmission
of almost anything over the alr, with 1little, or no, gov-
ermental control.

Needless to say, such a system of radlo broadecasting,
characterized by such loose form, in short time managed to
create general havoe in the ether, by virtue of 1its total
lack of coordination,

It was in such an atmosphere that Cleveland's first
true broadcaster commenced operations on July 26, 1921.
Warren Cox, one of the growing number of Cleveland's "hams",
set up a station, W8BACS, on a frequency of 1500 kcs., 200

meters, at hls factory where he manufactured sutomoblles,
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1
at 3138 Payne Avenue. Cox was, at that time, a member

of the Cleveland R,dio Assoclatlion, which offered the

total amount of local coordination available to ecity at
that time, and which, ultimately, became the sponsor of a
system by which varilous concerts, and lectures, were broad=-
cast to the city once a night, a different member station
carrying a different event each evening.

Cox's effort 1s considered the first station in the
city, although at that time he was lisensed only as an
amateur, &8s were all the other operators in Cleveland, His
distinction, however, lies 1in the fact that hls operation
ultimately evolved into WHK, and:of even more importance,
he broadcast features over the alr that he felt were of
interest to the general public-a type of programming that
set him aside from the other broadcasters in the city.

Under similar circumstances the city's next major broad-
caster, W8CJS8; was founded in 1922, Operated by S, Eddle
Leonard, an employee of Cleveland's Willard Battery Com=
pany, this statlon was the forerunner of WTAM, and lays
claim to the nation's first battery powered radio station.?
Transmission at this time was accomplished with erude spark
gap transmitters, which needed approximately 500 volts to

polarize the plates of the tubes; thls value,was far too

1. Rose, Willlam G., Qlevgland, Ihe Making of a Cliy,
Cle’veland, 1950’ Pe 805-

2  Mount, Harry A., Gleveland Plain Dealer, 10/10/26,
NPe
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high to be obtained from the conventional dry batteriles,
and operation of radio equipment off house current did
not become generally accepted until the late twénties;
thus, faced with a lack of a power source, resourceful
broadcasters used generators which usually mdde a dls¥®
turbing amount of noise over the alr. Thus, the &evelop-
ment of battery units for such power proved a great boon
to the Industry.

Varoous reports are av.ailable; most sources give W8GIS
eredit for this initial entry inde battery power, Leonarc's
employer, owner of the Willard Battery Company, was both
Interested in radlo, and able to supply the nedessary unlts;
thus, his claim is usually accredited.’

A different story 1s obtalned from KYW engineer, Howard
Spiller, who told me In a telephone conversation, of his
father's station, WBACR; according to Mr. Spiller, W8ACR
originally operated off the same motor generator system
that all other hams employed, until one day Willard paild
his father a visit; after suggesting battery pawer, and
being told that such a battery pack wasn't available,
Willard left without further comment on his proposal. Some
time later a large truck dellvered 20 cases, containing
battery cells suffilelent to produce the 500 volt plate
voltage, and the evening of thelr installation WBACR was

> 1hld-, NPs
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heard in Alaska. Thils, according to Mr. Splller, was the
nation's fli1-st battery powered rdadio station.”

In any event, it was with Cleveland's radio scene in
this generally chsotiec condition, with about 1000 radio
receivers in the city late in 1921,5 that theDepartment of
Commerce, which at that time was responsible for Federal
control of the alrwaves, ordered all amateur operators to
cease operation, in an affort to coordinate frequencles,
tilme of operatlons, specify general types of pergramming,
and dlctate the cénflnes of an amezteur llcense. In such
a sltuatlon, Warren Jox moves W8ACX to 5105 Euclid Ayenue,
where he bullt a new transmitter, using two 50 watt tubes,
and awvalted the govermment's next action. Hls answer came
on Feecruary 21, 1922 when he recelved a license to operate
gtation WHK on a frequency of 830 kes., (360 metershs
the first station 1n the natlion to recelve a Federal 1li-
cense,

Fgll of 1921 also saw the formation of the city's seo-
ond radio station, WJAX, according to its general mansger,
¥Willlam EKnowlton. Originaslly the station was placed on the

4 Telephone conversation with Howard Spilller, 5/7/63,

3145 pm
5 Condon, George, Claveland Elaln Dealer, March 3, 1957,
np.

6 Van Metre, Maurilece, Claveland News, March 4, 1957, np.
7 GQleveland RPlaln Dealer, February 10, 18961, np.
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alr by its owner, the Unlon Trust Bank, to broadcast to
the dovmtown banks the latest results on the stock market
'or a period of one hour each noon; hot long after its in=-
ception, Mr. Knowlton was appointed its manager, with little
restrictions on programming. Soon WJAX's schedule found
the 750 kec. frequency bvroadecasting bvanjo and Jazz band
musiec on a once~a=nlight basls, with Mr. Knowlton on the
ban jo.5
Other information obtalned from Mr. Knowlton, though
not @§lrectly related to WJAX's chronology, sheds an inters
esting light upon the redid industry of the early twenties,
WJAX can clalm the distinction of being the first radlo
statlion in the nation to alr Guy Lombardo and His Royal
Caradians; Mr. Knowlton, after auditioning the band, agreed
to alr them, every other Saturday night, live from the Fért
Louils night club=on condltion that Lombardo pay the cost of
the remote telephone lines for the broedecast; and thus, every
other Seturday night, for quite some time, WJAX transported
their remote control panel to the Fort Louls, and Mr, Lom~
bardo payed $15 for the privilege of broadcasting his band.?
Also gleaned from my gonversation with Mr, EKnowlton are
these other blts of interesting nostalgla. Once, when called

to a conference on radio in Washington, at which the Secre-

8 r Telepnone conversation with William Knowlton, 5/7/63,
1345 pm.
9 1pid.
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tary of Commerce, Herbert Hoover, presided; (prior to the
Federal Radlo Commisslon, the governing of radio Pbroasdcasting
was entrusted to the Department of Commerce); Mr. Knowlton
was appalled, as were the other delegates, when Hoover sug=-
gested rather mildly that it was almost time for the govern=-
ment to assume dontrol ins more strict sense, of the radio
communicatlions medla. Aghast at this plcture of “government
encroachment upon free enterprise" the convention broke up
into ten=-man comnittees. Of the teh men on his committee,
nine were entirely ageinst governmental control of broadcast-
1ng-however, one young man, just recently involved in {the in-
dustry, insisted that such control was necessary, Justified,
desireasle, and inevitable, if radio were to flourish, -
The committee thought him mad-but as time would tell that
young man, »David Sainoff, had an important role tc play in
the natlonal development of radio.10
Also recalled with & certain streek of humor, 1ls the
time that a spprano, while at the mike in the mlddle of a
song, stopped and screamed so loudly into the microphone
that shecaused the casing to rattle, after which she calm=-
ly went on with her song. Later, a very curlous Mr. Knowlton
after inquiring, was duly Informed by the diva that she
1

"wanted her sister in Texas" to hear her.

Meanwhile, WJAX and W8CJR were sharing time on a fre-

e

10 1bid.,
1 ibid.,
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quency of T75C kes., with rather flexible schedules, walch
usually called for one to opserate during the day, and the other
in the latter portion of the evening.

Early in 1924 WECJIR became W3XG, still owned by the
Willerd people, and stlll run by BEddle Leonard, and it was
not until late that year that the station assumed the more
conventlonal four letter call of a commerclal hroadcaster
WTAM, 2 name that would soon become natlonally famous.

WTAM operzted on 75C kes. as 41d its predecessors, utile-
izing 5000 battery cells, (placing a total voltage of 10,000
DC volts on the transmitter tube plates), housed on shelves
55 feet in length. In the words of Mr. Leonard, 1t was

n12 At that

"probably the biggest (vattery) ever built,
time WTAM operaged with a power of 1.5 Xllowatts, making 1t
the most polwerful radio volice in tae Unlted States. Orige-
inglly, it broadecaest night programs three hours 1n lengthy
(WJAY was on the same frequency during the day), but it
leter exzpanded 1ts schedule considserably as we shall see 3>
1924 also saw the entry of =z new radlc voice onto tae
Cleveland radlo scene. On liay 15 of that year, a ligense
was gprented to Stanley J. Brgz of M., F. Broz Furniture, Hard-
ware and Radlo Store, to opsrate radfio station WDBK on a
frequency of 1320 kee. with a power output of 100 watts, at

12 Condon, George, ClevelandVElaln Dealar, @ctober 21,
1951, NDe
13  Qlaveland Pfresq, Februsry 10, 1938, np.
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his store located at 13918 Union Avenue. '* WDBK hdd a rather
short history on the Cleveland radlio scene, as we shall see
later, and ‘1s 1little rsmembered in the minds of Cleveland's
radio listeners; its low power output undoubtably precluded
certain areas of the ec¢ity from recelfing the station, which
mry account forthe lack of recognition of this early member
of the Cleveland broadcast community.

By this time Warren Cox had found his old headquarters
on Payne had grovwn fzr too smzll for the everwexpanding WHK,
and he wes compelled In 1922, to move to new quarters in
Clevelond's Btandard Bulldiné? during this same year WHK
chansed ite frequency from 830 kes. te 1270 %es., presumably
et the time of the change of the gtudlo locatlon; thils, how-
ever, 13 ar assumption, since no records are svailable on
this particvlar subjects. Podleo was an expandlng business,
snd expand 1t did.

On November 15, 1926 the NEC Red Network made 1ts debut,
with a rousing membership of Z5 national affilliates, WTAM
heing one of the charter nmembers of this originsgl net. With
such e change In programning, and with the nressure of two
competing statlons, WTAM found the time=3haring basls on
which it operated witl: WBAR too restrictive, and on April

24, 1926 acgulred the Gocdyear pioperty. WIAM was then o

14  Federal Communications Letter #8727, from Ren Wanle,
received May 12, 1963.
15  Qleyeland Plaln Lealer, January 4, 1951, np.
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a power of 3500 watts, but reduced to 1000 during the

merger to BWatch WEAR. As8S. E, Baldwln, WTAM manager
stated, "Eventually we wlll probably consolidate the two
statlona, using one transmitter and full time on the alr.

We have the assurences of Department of Commerce officlals
that...full time will be granted. "7 The reduction in WTAM's
powaer wae effected in compliance with the No.tlonal Radio
Conference request that staticns in largoe citles remain

at powers of 1000 watis or leas. Fron this time on, until
1928, WTAM assumed the call letters WTAM-WEAR with both sep~
arate and simul toneoun prograwmlng over the two shsatlons,
both still on 750 kes,

In 1925 the lnlon Trust 3@nk was Lecoming lacreasingly
displergecl over 1ts involvesment Jun the racis Indusmiry; what
had orlglinelly began as a sim ple stock market quotation
supply station, nhad svolved into a complex redlo voice of
the eity, and WJAX was str-yjdng too far from banking realm;
furthemore, *he commerclal azapscie of WiAX had an lrrlitating
affect on some of *the bank's cumtomers, and thus, in 1925
WJIAX manszer Bill Fnrowlton gou it oul Lueler. Xing of Good=-
year Tire and Rubber, palntlng the radlc Arcustry as e
highly luerative copporiunity tc place the Goodyear name
before the rul licy »r. Knowlton®s crownlng selling nolnt was
the alteration of the call to WEAR, since Goodyear prided

o

17 gClsvelsrnd Eiailn Daalex, April 4, 1926, np.
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itself on the longevity of its products. It wasn't airfi-
cult to persuade Goodyear to ndd WJAX te its chaln, starting
wlth WEAF in New Yorlk, and the station became WEAR soon there-
after, changing hands for the price of $15,OOO.18
1 By 1926 tue lusty Cleveland radlo industry had turned

into more than an interesting pasttime 1In which banks might
indulge, and amateurs amuse tnemselves, for with the addition
of coémercial revenue, radlc became a highly luerative enter-
prise. Thus In 1920 nlens were announced for the establish-
ment of WJAY, to broadeast from atop the Hotel Hollendon,

the statlon to ove owned anc operated by the ABC network.’g
Under the management of Charles Burns, WJAY took to the air

NN
(B

en January 1, 1327<Y on a frequency of 688 kcs.,21 (tahis was
8t11ll in the tlnme when statlons plcked thelr own frequencles),
howsever they moved quicldy to 680 kes., on April 24, 1927,
when the Federal government asswied control 6f the regulatlon
of broadcasting frequencies.©? In June of the same year,
when frequency allocatlons were given to all statlions, WJAY

recelved 1520 kcs., the same frequency occupled by WDBK-

whilch oreated problems.23

18 m_d.' np.

19  Gleveland RPlaln Desler, December 8, 1926, np.

20 Randall, =dwin T., Cleveland Zlaln Dealer, September 19,
1937, NPe

21 Kiggner, robert, Cleveland Ilaln Realer, January 27,
19 s IPe

22  Qlaveland zlaln Dealer, April 24, 1926, np.

23 Letter from the Federal Communieatlons Commission
#3720, received Hay 12, 1963



During the frequency allocations WDBK had been busily con=-
sulting with the Department of Commerce; on June 1, 1927 1t
received permissiondé lncorease its power 1o 250 watte,
still on 1520 KCS?; (tae Depariment was blissfully igroring
the fact that it had assigned WJAY the same frequency.) The
statlornis invelived weirs painiully aware of the dlscrepa.ncy
and a confused Cleveland watcned thie two statlons sha:e
thelr aneeds in dismay. tinally, on June 27, 1927 ihe Depart-
nent of Commerce ordered WLSH to share tlme with WLAY and
the Termer reguested peralssicn (o leave the city, whleoh 1t
reccliced oa July 21,27 “hus WDDK moved, snortly therssfier,
toe Axrorn as & propépty of tne AXren Baescon Journ.al, as
stetlon WJC, s8iill on 1320 xcs., and 8till posing a frequency
conflict with WGFAY2H Hor & time the tuc staticns shared
tire, ané later, after the new frequoncy allocatlone ci 1928,
the provien was aileviaited.

world lealzed cut from Wash=

-t

\Q
130]
(8

in iths lstier pari of
Ir.gton tiat the Department ol Cotamerce was fasi finding that
there were moire requeste for statlens than the frequency
tands could payslcally acccumodate-ant tunerc encued a melee
in which everycne desipting a permit lmmedlastely applied, in

1

the Liope of "getting 1n under the wire” before the then-

expected "freeze" on permits went intc efiect. (It may be

2 R. oli. ¥CC Letteir #8720
29 1018.,
26 gp. ¢li., lintner, Janusry 27, 1928, np.
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quite reasonably sesumed th.at this, at least in gy .
prompted the founding of WJaY. Tnus, on December 11,
19285 Henry Grossmen, fcrmer geuneral nanager of WTK, a
commercial radio-telehhone station owned by Intercity
Radio, and located on the Hotel Cleveland, announced his
intention 1o found WHG, which according to ay sources,
never became airborns., Proposed plens for WHG oal%éd
for ownershlp by the Eastern Broadeastling Corporsation,

8 subsidisry ~f Doller Dry Cleoniny Company, of New
York.2"

In August of 1227 a dispute arcse over ths legallty of
one aspect of radic's programning, when Attcrney General
Edward C. Turner of the state of Onio ruled that 1t wos
illegal for Clevelandls City Council tc pay for ihe live
broedcest of concerts from the Public Auéditorium, and it
was not untll the Law Director of the City, Carl F,
Shuler and Lincoln Dickey, manager of the Hall, went to
Columbug ané convinced the Attorney General that the pub-
liclty derlved fcrthe hall from sueh brogdeasts resulted
in incressed revenue for the Hall, that these broadcasts,
one of Cleveland's broadcasting cultural aighlight of the
time, were allowed to resume.2O

At this time, wnlle Cleveland was enjoyving a perlod of

extreme activlty and prosperity in the radlio industry, cer-

27 Glsyeland CLlaln Qealer, December 11, 1926, np.
28  (Cleveland Plaln Dealer, September 2, 1927, np.
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tain governmental agenciles in Wwa 1ington were slowly, but
surely, growing aghast at the nmonster they hacd ereated in
the person of the radic indusiry. - Without the close polle=-
ing of frequencles now in effect, the stations, allowed to
select thelr own frequencies, had eften encountered bota a
shortage of freguencles, 2rd a zel~iovs problen ef interferenece
with other stations who orerated un zimiliar frequencies, n
order to add some measure of saniiy to the confuslien, In
April of 1927 the new allocations were glven out throughout
the natiorn; 1n Cleveland WIAM-WLAR wae moved to 389./+ metera,
(770 kes.), with WTAM allowed itc move up to 5000 watis, while
WiAR remalned at 1 Kw. WBBK was alliowel to move up to 500
watts, on 1320 kes., while WiK, a’{ter boosiing from 500
tc 1000 watts, was assigned 1000 kes., (272.68 metershzg
For some unexplalned reason, however; at ike last possible
moment WJAY moved 1o 1450 kes. rather than to the 1320 kes.
that had been previously arnounced. 20 Obviously done with
rederal ssaction, I wouldswraise that thls was the Fedaral
Rédio Commission's answer to tie problem of WDBK rensining
on 1320 kces.

The same growing palns that had caused WHK to move to
larger headquarters in 1924 forced WTAM-WEAR ito seek additional

space for 1lts combined operation. The origlnal WIAM studios,

29  Qlasveland Rlaln Daaler, Aprll 26, 1927, np.
30 l%ggner, Robert, Qleveland Plaln Desler, November 13,
s Lile
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located on the twentieth floor of the Union Trust Bulld-

ing, wereretained to house the transmiiters and battery
power suppliles, aovwever, itwo new BLudlos werse coungtructed
on the fourth flcor of +the building's annex, on Chester
Avenue., The nev facllitles afiorded the station 4,800
sguare feet of {loor sPace, aud voasived the newest facil-
1tisea; Inciuding Cel tex, ULie newest eacoustlc padding, on
all studioc walls; warning lights over each studio tell any
potential Insruders whether s "1lveY mike was in that
studlo~now a standard {eature ol any statlon-first msde
tiiedr appearance in the area atl that time.m The move

was wmade in tne surmer, and all went well at WTAM=WEAR

for some mwonthe thereafter. From December 1, 1927 on they
were on an cxciusive wave, (there was no other siation broad-
cesting on tihelr frequency in the entlre country), now on a
frequency of 7T5U XkcSe., once again; acwsever, on the tenth

of Decemper WIAM was ordered to share time with WBBT in
Joutlh Bend, I#diana., Tnis necessitated a complex schedule
whi.cl:h I repro-luce here ic glve the reader .a general.ldealof
radlo programming in the latter twentlss. The most lmmedlate
eirfect ¢ the change was feltihat Ssturday nlilght, wheniin
ileu of the .normal mldnight sign off, WIAM was forced to
close down =t 11pm, wilin the jandering Minstrels down the

31 Qlevelans 2laln Dealer, May 29, 1927, np.
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liigsissippi; the Tribune station in South Bend then
signed on, at 10:00 CST (11:00 EST), for a period of two
hours, >° During the followins Times WTAM would, by agree=

ment with WSBT, "stand=by" to allow the Indinme station to

transmit:BB
Sunday 8 to @ prn} alternate weeks
Monday T %o 8 pm; 10§E0 o 11130
Tuesday 7 to B8 pm;
Wednesday 7 oto (150 pim;
Thurade.v 7 to 8 pm; 11=12 pn
Friaay T:i30 to 8 pm; 11-12 pm
Saturday 11=12 pm

Both astationa could broe.deast during the day "on the as-
sumntion that range will not be sufficlently great tothe
hetrodyhing which of couse would result at night,">%

In mil=December WHEK announced plane fora new move, from
its studioe in the Standerd Bullding, andthe government, in
gronting the request, also ;ranted a temporery license till
February 28, 1928 on s new frequency of 1130 kes. (26343
neters), 2 1 K/ during the dey, and 500 watts at night.

WTAM-WEAR made radio history again in Clevelad when they
were vurchased ir May, 1928 by the Cleveland EYectric Illume-
Innting Company and the Ven 3Swerinsen brothers; the new
ovners evinced theintentlion of retaining the same call let-
ters and the same basic vrogramming. "It 1s understocd that

the Federal Radio Commisadion is femiliar with rlans for the

33 Kintner, Robert, (levaland Plaln Ri,aler, December 10,
1927, npPe
33  ibid., no.



change of owvmershlp...and since itinvoles only a transfer
of stock=no formal permission is requiredeé A faxr cry
from the detalled permisslon required for transfer of a
station’s title.

February of 1929 marked a historic flist, bdth for Cleve
land, and natlonal, radio, for on the first of thahd monthaa
trans-Ailantic broadcast was attemptéd, and was suecessfully
completed, the firast of 1ts type to be jJjudged successful.
Station 210 in England transmitted to the Unlted States on
a short wave, and then the NBC Red network in New York broad-
cast the ten minute program, (it began at 4:50 PM Cleveland
time), throughout the nation. A previous attempt on New
Years Day of 1925, when staton ¥JZ had attempted to broad-
cast ''Big Ben" from London, had falled cdue to extramely
weak signals.55 Cleveland radlo was now progressing beyond
even a natlonal-scope.

Cleveland, as well as the rest of the natlion, was still
embrolled in the battle of frequencies-for the FRC revlisions
in radlo allocations, first attempted in 1927, had het with
only partial success. WJAY, 1450 kes.lin Cleveland, continued
to experience interference wlth WHX, then on 1390; thus
on March 9, 1929 the Commission announced the change of

WJAY's frequency to 620 kos., at a power of 500 watts. With

34  Kintner, Robert, Clavelsand Plain Dealer, May 30, 1928,

nne.
35  Kintner, Robert, February 2 , 1929, Clexsland Plain
Realaxr, np.



the loss of ID3K, (Newelanc?s ra2dlo 7o then locked like

HILE 4ps Fes, oM et
WIAV~WEAR 1070 Kes. 3500 watts
" 1720 Le=, 1m0 (2 W Cay)

Just one month later, on Apnril 2¢, 1929 the FRC ammoun-
eed thet i1 hrd ~ranted pexrlacslion 4o WTAM-"EAR 45 enter

the "bi~ laeagcuve” of brosdenntert, By erestins o remohe
E R L N A L & Trrmed = Ea . - PEE R osooen
transnittse An Breclksville with a power ovtnut of 50 KW,

AT “hat +ime there 17a% onlw €iwe other olties !n tha nadlon

*hnt ronRd Hoast suek emer=sienta of Yhe ofrgowven, (LW,

Fpeinatt? s TDXA, Tiisshurs: WIY Seharanialr: WEAT™, Yew
Yorly TR, Thicenn) ! giandend nroceedicre was followed in
that the Tleveladd atstlor was T T I Maslilce power and
28 T o onepiaemtal, hich 2P0 d0d an OF o tonlo e D23

mowrer cuatord o o rotular U7S77.37 ™ Poaceislon wes 0%

intended o alfoc Vs jf.f)'\'w"f?".«'("?'g e 10O awa WOAR, hilch would
remain on o osamarate, aLatuz cuo, haslis.  In the sume aoction
200 atoueh o4 K‘N
ramnte tvenanitiar noan +he WTAM Praalaville aliae,

On Sentamben 2, 1028 WRY beoame e Tirnt Tleveland station
to enter the mnw OD3 »ndlo n2itworlk; sovorarss fron the nation=-

2l chain 128 Iqausarated at 2:90 and zave

M avralpnd F L 20,

HHC Red- 130 had moved Into JTlevelend with: tue erecitlon of

T A Bt - Bl i o i

26 Uwiner, Rovert, Glovelend Xlaln Dealer, Harch 9, 1929,
NP
37 Cleveland Pialn Dealer, April 26, 1929, up.
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WJAY).

The TFederal ~ddlo Commission was stlil attempting tne
unravel the tanglea prooliem oi [reguency ailocg-kiconeg, and
on Ocgepey 13, 1928 word again went outy$pom ashingt.on,
that new allocatlions were to be made. WHK was given 1390
kes., wltn a power or 500 watts day andnight; Cox had hoped
to place rnis station on 540 kes. with a power of 1000 wgtts
full-time, out the rRU contended that tnis irequency was
not avaliavle.”” WiAM was the only stagiBytgg 0e unitouched
Oy tne cnanges-it remained at 5g@p gatis on WL xcs.

April 29, 1925 ggs8 & uodvailgic day iu Clevelano, fov
it sew Lue denlsSe o4 one 01 itue Bation;s plounesrs on ivhe
radlo scene; #PAr wnicn nad for several years vesn uwingsin-
ing wotn WTlAM anda WA separaitely, announced Lie cessguion
oi operations on itne famiilar (H5u kese. spogp on ine alal-
and tne statlon tnat Bdd vegun as a slock market reporier
an nour a day, leic ihé Uleveland radfe scene. However,
WIAM was pbuslly expanding; ner new iransmlttier was finally s
selected, (it wgs an HCAaf and was iocateu 5y miles from
Fublic oquare ol gownitown (keveiandy several large towers
3500 feet 1n helght, were supporied by porcelsin insulators,
standlng on concrete fooulngs, witn tbodlights lnstalled to
11luminate the struetures for passing aircraft. petween

the (owers a smuwll dbullding, .the ''tank"’ was situated, with

36 aintuer, Rooert, ¢leveland Plaln Realer, October 13,
1988, up. =
39 Llevelsnd fPress, July 3, 1929, np.
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wires runnins between 1t and the transmitter, on tall wooden
poles. The four larsest. tubes in the world, each taller than
a man, were crzted, sné cwalitod instatlation-1r ftoto, thelr
output cepatility was shout 100C Kw, OTAM's trermmisclon
egulnnent locaied orn the downtown site, still.onera wed on

the lear-e “olier, lnstelilaticn octalred from Willard yesrs

o

Lefere) hcwover, ir the ney eystem cnly the speech input

egudrnent vac e utilirze batier: power-for with the new
trensnitiers, a generatling plant wids Lelns consiructed to
powory Aha mersive 50 €Y unlt, Tower and lighting gpsiems
weres eonstructed in durlicate, as vere telcyhoncs,l’nes, in
sy e¥fort Yo uerd aralnesi tempormes loek suss®, (he

RCA trervesiitlier hod a frequidney responge of 2087,000

crg, or "wreotically the entlire audltle musical rangs ?Oas
were the helo-honenlines equaliced for o Frequency response

of TO=T000 c;c'b1 in short, tre ingteliectivn represented one
of thieg mozt modorn alahfone in the cowntry, =2nd repiresented
sntrenendcun ~dvance In 0leveladd's Sroedcastins status,

The crand lnewgurstion, whlen ineliudéd z change in fre-

P pia) : . L ¥
cuamEy e 110T kesdy ook place on lgvemamae Ty 192 one

¢
]
‘
.
3
)
-y
(@]
;
g
S

henew trersaizselon Taclii<ies were signed on
the 2ir, a telesmrer was recelved from llew Crleans, describing

' .- N 47 .
tre slatior's =1zinl wz "vererkebly cleave” - 1The program

A0 Kirtrer, Dobert, Jleveland Plain Dezdey, October 6, 1939,
T -

A1 19238, ., Bb.

42 gleveland Ilain Dealer, November 7, 9929, np.



opendd with some loecally produced entertalnment, in addi-~
tion to the customary dediestlon speeches, Arthur Pryor's
Band was on hand to contribute a stirring renditionoof Sousa's
Thunderer, as well as the Cleveland Orchegtra, undsr the dlr-
ection of Nlkolal Sokoloff, which vlayed Tannhsusoer QOver-
ture, khite Reneoch by Wamner, Brahms Z2 Megvement. Rlue
Danube, and a composition entlirled New Years Eve in New
York?® At 1ipm a speclal relay from the network, (NBC
Red), in honor of WTAM's new system, was aired from ¥New
York; the program included Jessica 1Dragonette, sonrano,
the Cavaliers, and manvy of the nation's top orchestres,
includir~ Clevelander Phll S»nitalny andhis Pennsylvania
Muddc; James Melton, teror and Wilfred Glenn, basa, sang,
and Gustav Haenshen's forty vlece band sontributad an of-
fering,. Aflter it wes all cver the concensus of those who
listened and attended, was one of high pralse forthe new
installation; the crcwridng success vas & llstening conflr-
mation from the West Coast, where WTAM's inaugural broad-
cast was received on a battleship. 200 miles west of Sén
Francisco.44

Fhe turn of thse decads gaw the entry of a new set of
call letters onto the Cleveland alrwaves} WG2R managed to

sign on on December 15, 1930, desplte generaloopposition 6f

43 Alilde np. .
44 Cook, Arltlaour, Gleveiand iresg, November 7, 1929, np.



mubh of the clty; backed by WJIR, Detrclt, the staticn

clalmed that 1lts erectlon would gilve Clevelend 1he oppor-
tunlty to hear tne slue Sctwori ¢l NeEC~ihe Chgnver,of Com-
merce, hoewever, lell differentily; il ccntended that Cleve-
land's alrwaves vwere alrcady suificlently cluftered; ito add

a final ¢oun ¢& aracs, Lae 11BC networkddernied inol 1t had ever
promised the new siatlen an arfiiiation.hﬁ The statlon
Bigned on at v pm on the svening ol tne 15th, and at Tpm
switched to the NBC Blue neswork, (itr.had obtainea the affil-
iation)-but at that cruclal ncoment wnen tne network "feesdd
was cut in, suadeniy tne iine went dead-just when all of
waAR' 8 new listeners wre expecting to hear tnal never-to-be-
forgotten duo or thé day, Ames. 'n Apndy. It was fhe 1irst
ine in tareeyyears tiaal tae aelwork had experlenced such
dirficulty, i1or the tpoubie wes ai the KiC neadquarters in
New XYorit, bui ai tral moment, the inicrmation was of little
camfort Lo the young station. Uitinmately, the network broke
througty, out ftwas an anxzxious ineuguration; the staidénn

was asalgned 1450 kes., at a power of 300 watls, whieh 1t
retalnedfior seversl yeare. Severli months after its open~
ing, 1t created somewhai ci a silr by intlerviewlng, on remote
location, a genulpe bootlegger, (whose ldentity was ¥ithheld),

wne waxed eloguentlty over tie inpastice of the Volstead Act,

45 Qlevgedaind 2laln lealsr, septeuwber 26, 1530, np.
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and the other Federal restrictlor.s3tihat lhaopsred his 1fvii-
hood., HNe zean feol for o rnoucommer, Inesuracedlcsn auch shaky

I((‘; 4 a3

!" . - . -
Toobting. AL btert tlie Megvaiasl!

& aou€nilial iistening
aucdienca, accoprddng e tie 1520 sensua, ccnsisied ol 45
of the elity's nopulaticon: quite sn inecentive for any s‘aation.l*?

T eoyly liptice found Cleveland's »ddlo indusiry relstive

.LJ'
Gl CorMmAalbL=i.:C Lepiesllit wad Go in full sirength, and the

new 50 N Lrn.srilters weesn't qguite 1n the budzet. K

B¢ managc L owove from Lhe 3?&11&&1“& allding te cne of the
uppes ficors ol Uhe Ycitudnel Tower, where she regained until
PCo0e  Lhicl mdlnecr >olansy in that game year, (1931), alded

- S R " o et Rt e
Vi Camwciansd piollce Lanayimesnt
ted

juey

"

bl
4

pothingur: JLielr Tirst redio

s T i e % LR Tt L4 b @ =
eosmUicoiionsa cyonan; il wenl sc 3&r a: W tune one of Aits

LAl

Lransiitbers o we nolicewwaveliopli: and opsrated Lt for aome

S T N
N i OX

o, 1557 saw Jae phange of sactaer's station's
0ail 1olioids oA, Walon JBG 0BG cpaxgtion on Jane 1, 1927,
Wad acgudred oy owily, and Loeaac WGLI, on 610 kes, O ihat

Gay WOl wogan: e afrilinlion wkil: the autual Nsi-wworh; WHK,
GW Qb 1400 eS8, aak Loed caryylig voo, wul swilchechey
affiliaLicn wo B0 Zlue, wiicn WUall had been cexrying slinge

ey

Abn Devuisling, and we Joilor Lok Yide's C3Y coversse. tihen

A

et DL D ClEGlvU wie aleeenD S0CLIT LO0XGT mmACh Lhe gone es

Lo Couclen, Jeodge, Llovedean OMBAD Ieasi, Locember 11, 1960,
n-.

A7 Glavelang idadn Lealer, August 13, 1931, np.

18 Qleveland Dlain Dgaler, March 2, 1947, np,



it had hefore the swap—=wilth the excention of the facttheot,
once again, in an ettemnt. wna golne to he mede for tiwo

stations to have a commor aymom 1 the zecr 21l (remcomber

7 e e

WTAN=WTAR YennAa 44 wnae ¢ “nrs +-2 oame ragul*n,

In March of 1938 the Clevelsan? 3osrd of Fduecation waes
cranted nermigalon far the conatwieticn of 2 B -freanendy
edu2ational giation, whiech 21-n27 o in 3Jentounsr of Lhat
year, 21 a frenuvency of A1 .8 meg, Hrazdcasiing A ghort-
wave., Tra atatinn hdd heen coratrueiod th»ans™ “he Al of
WHY. endincora, ond utili-eld a 0H11Ane 597 wati tioanmitier
tha Orantas

to meach L1+tg mony 80all 1isianera dlan~hant

Claralar? 3c3¢¢1o,“§

3
Te Board of Tagcation A1+ howre o swaens ) Fron rae
i :
gtationa thgt venwn, far WI¥Tras hiay In 140 osmy pi 2, In
June ~f thnt reqn TAVNT, an awmaminenta? sh-tian Lo le 8-

irne frem dton +he Tovminsl Tewnar on o froguenar of INpli00

o .l.‘.\( AT Y - e

kes., (AM), heean covvvwine omao-rans of the T2 ez oan

Mitual Netverlks, =at »2lar advs? gere WL vy TCLE, ha

noymal Blue rne Mitn~l ~fPATAntoe, VOVHIT ~meretod o o

e

pover of 100vwnits with the obloosive of “ert ! o new tvpoe
#&ntenna deslrxn for Rlch Prequomar A frersndczlon, Te
oririnzl bell thet *ma situcted nter the fcver of *Mhe fore
In the Tovmirnel vreo oxmreviedag-l, 2Y 4r A0 cten; toetidep

e mmuiting of ths antena ncceescitoted the replscement of

PR

a
49 Telavion: wowrepspticon =i th WA lanTielson, 5£7/63,

4:15 pa



the original ball with a new one, 3' in dlameter, in which

the matching networks for thenew antenna were housed. WSXNT
proved to be, as we ahall see, the first of many such exper—
imental stations operated by WHK; in this case, W8XNT remained
on for ahout three years until the outbreak of the Seonnd
World War. "

Cleveland's importance as a radlo market was evidentally
becomdng fast recognized, for on December 19, 1939, the
Feders] Communications Commisslions anounced that on the
first of the coming year a permanent offlce of the Commission
would he opened tn ULhis c:ii;y.:—"j Tne Cleveland market was
making stead progress. In FPebruary, 1942, Cleveland was
treated to ita first Fi broadcasting station, when WBOE
acauired an Abmstirong modulater, which was donated, and signed
on as WBOE-RM with a power of 1 KW on a frecuency of 42.5
mes, 08

On 3Sevtember 8, 1942 Clevelandagain found a statlon em~
ploying two call letters, for on that day WHE~GCLE, (remember
WITAM~WEAR), dropped thelr individual networks which they had
been carrying since September, 1938, and both assumed a
mutuel affiliastion. Station WIW, originally founded in
Mansflield in 1926, and then transferred to Akron in 1932,

saw an opvortunity, and in 1943 moved into Cleveland on a

O Telenhone conversomfion with Ragph Delaney, 5/30/63, 7300 pm
Sieveland Dogm, Decenber 19 1933, aps

5
51
52 Qp. glt., Nelson conversation.
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ireguengy of 850 kes., with a power oi Y Kvi, to assume an
{ 85 ’ ! ’

L

airilisvion with ihe H3C 3lue network. ~ VWi signed on in
Cleveisud cou hovemver 17, 1942, ln fHiron che hdd occunied
1240 ltes. wilun & power oi ZoU waits, thougih 38e had only been
there since 1932, 1n any evanl, once agaln waen the dust
clearcd, Clevelcd s8tild nad arlilis mejor neuworxks, wnleh 1s
Lore Wian can we galc 10r iv Presenidy.

Un oy 17,y 194« Wik anuocunced that it was moving WOLE to
Agron, vicre Ltiwmild assune Lue call letiers WikK, (sister
o WHL, and the sscond atienpt s comiinirg two statlions into
one fallizsd after & 3ix yerr sitenni, lans cailed fior the
elation o move in tuwe feoll ol {hey yesr, and assume a

ncw freguency,of 640 kes. (Itwas tihen on €20 kesy, wlth a

ey 3

pevicr ol 1 v, {11 was then at 500 waris .
A8 o reculi ol tne ¥OC's geueral coniusion concerning
the ailocatlon anc use ol Lhe Fi broddassiispg Lands, WBOE,
operatiing en +dab mes., was told theat it would ultimmesly
have Lo nove o tue nigher FM bands, velween 66 and 108 mes.,
recer.tly ceslgned fLor such use; nus, as a preparatory step
for sucii & chauge, tn january of 1546 WiGe-ri moved from
4235 o 4455 ucs, 8tiklpavet &F, W@ndiWin karch, 1947 began
broadcas ing simultaenously on 90.3 mes, at a power of 10 KW,

nd on 44.5, 5013l at 1 XW. Thnis wes continued until Septem=-

53  Telepnonc coaversation witih Ruth Gary, 5/8/63, 3:145 pm
54  gtoraen, Roverd, Qlovedand Zal:n Lealer, Moy 17, 1944,
n



ber, 194., when W3Us left the air. Upon resumptlion ol

tranenissions in danusry, 19-.J, .B30L opgerailec cogousively

on the new high ik Lund Jregueingy 0f 30, i 08« -
Theubh whob mad e disiinetion of being the ciiy's first

Fii soadbn, back in 1542, sleé wal Bested i tae ivace L Lne

1 2 - - . ’

hfiggh ol beiws By Li'E expanibiel.esnd savion wlalil-Fyy, dWiadch

-~

opervi e Cin 1UY .1 nws, 84 & poiuer or G.0u WBLLE, and vegan

brocdeasting dn heioe, I1veie.  foic 8lasulon, seo Up ewy

fhe UGiwinal Tower in an efioiu w Gesti a cirewlar poiarized

anternw aesign, was Kepi on the iy for aboub one “,fear'.zs
I 12470 3amuel w. Sague apuiied {or veraisslon o oppriibe

Cleveadnd's Tirsl true survuroai soatlons, Woro-Al and FM,

{3 for ,Lsi‘;g:ﬂm'ss Initislle), W oe loeatsa Zu Cilaveland dAelghts.

Wors=:a17 was lisenueddon 145U XCo.wd o e powdir of 2,0 wattss

g suoil discirevancy ocuured in wae Liceasliu, 01 awuRomipsg

Ccrigliailiy assigned 1J7eY wes, ibepRditately 1ccelved

O5e5y 4lis0 on gsouewhatilower powpir Lhan most otoer Cleveland

ixta‘iJcho:w.—;" (Jince these sfatlons were designed wo scive

surbarban Slevelanu Lhey were asslgned, andirmeeded, relatively

low power transmltters.) They ultlmately nogan broadcasting

in eaily Deceniber, 1947.5"3 The wooming Clevelend radlio indus-

try saw another new siation 1n 1947. ©On June 1, WIS, 1540

kes. at 1000 walis, signed on iroa 1us atudios and trensmitters

A hoelso:r ceuverasuion.
fE.., Dahanocy conmemcsiiion.

Zlaore, Claveland iews, Deceuder 4, 1947, np.
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located at “1H7oiuelild avenuGe”

11.6G BUSY 1n the cxiporinencal ¥ lield, witi

Gt IPEHLE

g s

tae signdng cnool wolor Lo rveplage wIXU3, wielca siined off ea

early lu 1541+ WHFEA, Hnllecopgratiog from Loe leruinel, used

the frecuency 1007, whici wili=I11 later 1nueriilca. Tnis

Lime uiK's

.,
'..a
=
20
(

B me e B e BT e B s s e
Blawl ¢ reraiasd aclive Qlicda wic
N
Ve E s s s s BE 0. gy S . g T gL b gme T ] Al
Fii crer: Lior ;'\-Lbaaia.u GESUHEC vosw G LD B LUEDS waLnTo g

However, tne Cleveland [l silvaves WEre 1ol L1i0ilClplys

Alsc Lro cpcrotica froo Hovewmoei, 12«7 o tarcen, 19Hu was an

Fil facilily ci tie Scrivps-licwada aewspaper chaln, oowo—IH,

(1.1 suz. )y, a sister atetlon 82 wedo=0v, the Tirsi coumer-
BEaN

clal television statlen in Cleveland. ™ wJd insagurated FM

~*

cqueney of 104.1 ncse, withh a powerful

20 I tvanscamlitier, whilc WLAN-Fiu began bdroateasting in Get~

oy

o W s R oy V5 Y B
ObC‘.u.‘, 3/‘1-{1, O 5 11 0L JTwep €GeS

T appearencecol while~AY and e upon tie Cloveland radio
appeare sonewinet ciouded; oeveral conflliciing ruports nake
s cvelinite idenitiflicavion by date dallilliculi. dccordary to
Robert Hiller, geusral nanager oi .dls (owned by Buy 1.

Miller of ule®eland Lroadceasifing Company), ohdu~FM Began

cperations on a frequency of 984 pes. dun lovember, 1947

[Ia
N

Llevalaas, sdadn wgalar, ausust 21, 195z, npe
on. glt., R2lph Delsney conversation.
inid.,
Telanhone conversation with .Joseph Epperson, 5/7/63,

14.1' e,

s i e

O\O\%\J}
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and WIS ds Tuilos,  AGNERE 63 Other rources credit Tthe FM
1

-
gi~n on as late 101"",6',+ and the AWV nag heine in :’f-"?':'?*-',‘i1949$?63

) S A - N = -~

The reader ma ollave ~~ Aate~ he ghenacT,

e P N A KT T I |
v L 8F

tn oo, Wit Ytz sragaranern gf

WLAI=-FM, which aicmed an Wav 14, 1Ql=-°§5 et p fre-ueney of 104.9

Tl at a wnwe= ol 1 ¥H, Phia adatien, AN amimied in
T atrm—eme 7 . T A man ke Alyesest A S Pmea kT~ T g e Ten nt

twdn t1en, waaahediaes weraariorglyy flvanesially 224 . subur-

1'_‘;. . Atoey S Anyes P & e T AT e q‘g_r-*\.lr:_v"r ,3(>-\~_~’7 A ! + frJelide) .d-l.-_ﬁgi-! wREE

:
L R B o e
SR, YREE Iw JBNG. WEAT.TN pasted Peeeadean{ine. 7 Ansther
4" --r'ﬂ ""v’\ N ey EAgmvon sy Rl s P T e TR R e S e B T B
AT e 4 SN0 y ~No %9 - Y. B o1 J=nz37300 r -
av Jran 1, 1080, ad ADTT -MERAy WITH A BERR HIETRHT 8F 15
00
Fs oarmgd iy fho Taided twydn Mawlons, 1+ cran 4a omdsnda
Irtention +o abtrri & Yyolnoe off Yeir-v) oi~*tgn in OVevnlnand,
[ e b A S P S R ..,.\,.,94.4,’.‘ & 5=, '\,\4..,,.\-!.',. T-Y.ILJ,'I.‘.L”“».,\-Q' “a ,.J..)"v.l,‘q

1,’“,{"'3."."’}\” " .g«-\_:).r‘j [ PRSP ,\-,.,' -A“.J -“"-"\,""-‘ J.v,,,.._],,..j,q.;, .L,q‘__, L T;y:‘;:, \.Jv.

Hm'ﬁ.’.to“?(}t‘-*r WY eyl aptealeatfralss oavrly thot Pha T ara~

1op? wpwlins pondEste aongnwg o 28 1 he el L e b T™us

B AT TN B b A 48 ] Atam TN Fiaaa aammaet e d e R

70

camia oyt aninia

€3 Melamhena sanmeeantdan splih St M13Tan, 5/7/6%, 3:45pm,

64 LaCcon, ;Ji*v'or'e _Q}.ey_e,l_a\nﬁ M; &u&,uSL _)J, 194&), NDe
L,—’. (‘1 avelgnd "‘"I ”'1 v yzan" m\n, "U'i v 1 1 5 1!5)' "M,
& Stepnen, rovert, Qleveland rlaln Dealer, M»y 15, 1948,

.
67 Coucoiy, (reorge, GQlaveland rLlsasin Desler, Novermber 30, 1949,
T

Cllxerong lews, Mareh 24, 1949, np.

Concon, Georrze, Llewalond IDlain Dealar, June 30 , 1949,
np.

TO  Porter, Phillip, Qlewelexnd IDlein Dealoxr, June 14, 1951,
NP
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Lion on uie AR scene leoked sondideé@rsoLy
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7%  Cnondon, Georre, Gleyeland Pialn Denler, Januery 14, 1951,

T4 Trlmahone eamvarsation W10 Clark, 5/6/6% 11100 an.



hly across thie street [rom the new

1952 Baw ithe entralice oi anoiher vicadcasLer oo the FH
ranks, ior in Julyvol that year, WGAR-FM signed on on &
Iregquency ol 95.5 &cde

ol lue Teceinit faldluwre ol wwe Ik broadcasteys, WoUO
ond anis, Al norepid Med Woliy ©i Lus new wbOk=als, on
Avgust 20, 1952 sappiied for permlssiculio consiruct WoOOK-FM,
walell was gianied & frequency of 102.1 me8.; and a power
cutput ol &0 il on Geilcber 4, 154 tne newest nmember of
the slive 7w brozleceldig clul joliuad Whe alrwaves alf the
cityds cther meven I oroadcasters, for what proved to be
a very successfuly Cpsrauloii.

osrogaeas tiiy; Clevelana received i1is greeatest sbock in
many years in 1955, wnen J<UAM, ploner ovroadcaster in this
arez, and one o tae nailonis fermopé operaiors, amounced
its seguisition by tue Westlngoouse broadceasting Coupany on
Lecemer 29 oi wiat yeay. shoidly therealter, WiAM lerft
tie city ang wie new vestingnoue properiy, still on 1900

kes., becamne {0, a setl of call leviers mdde populsr in

t

Phlladelpinla, where they were Iirsw, used 1in 19235. On July

<

43, 193¢ K¥W anncunced tat as of August 26, it would drop

18 aiiilietionvswdltnh REC; agalr tnils preclipliated a flurry

75 Ergedeazuineg 3500 xearbook, Weshington, D.C., p. A20€,
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of actlvity which ultimately resulted in WHK taking dhe

HBC affiliation on Decermber 9, 1956, and HSRS assuming

N

@

WHE's forswer Mutupl offilistion on September 3V, 1956. /
Networkx radio was 8till in serionsstrouble In Clevelandi,
however; oecemver 28, 1957 saw WJIW=-AM andfhd dron thelrABC
alffillation, held slnce the station moved to Cleveland in

the Dlue Tet~and ithe stotus of netwokk radio began to look
evensshakler,

FHy now continually expanding, saw a new arrival on
Hergh 2, 1958 when WBWC-F, the Cleveland area's only colleg-
lste broadcaster,on the alrwaves, (several colleses own
closerr-circut Canpus C%rrier" networks~tut none ut:llized
standard trensmission Bn the ailrwaves) sign on on 88.3 mcs,,
wlth a power output of 10 watts. THis educational statlon,
ovned andoerated by BdldwinpWallace College andits student
body in Beree, Ohion, 15 miles from Fublic Suaare, serves g
listening audlence covoring mo$t of the Best 3ide=soon to
be exvanded to #&neclude the entlre county.

On Decembe® 19, 1958 Clevelandls radilo markets suddenly
found one of themmost complex transactions that the industry
had seen in yemys in the works. The oners of WJMO sold thédr
property, and acquired siaultaneously WSR3-AM and FM, chang-
ing the cld SBS sall to $IEC, bul operaiing on thne old B8RS

76  Cleweland Plain Déaler, 3eptember 21, 1956, np.
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frequency of 1460, slerting In Januaryvoof 1959, with the
new JHMO 2t a mowver of 1 ¥, {thel49l wnot hadnreviously been
250 wattal.! ! PIRE-TMPEhaaced iiha eamll letters to WOUY,
81111 on 95,3 mes,., add operated as an enitlirelv independant,
station, with sensarate nrocrammine, 'I‘Eis left, the 1540 kes.
spot unfilled, wmtil March 13, 1959 when the new WARD signed
on, ontthe old JMO frequencyja

On the M scene thincs were squslly HDusyv, Nacembhe» 7,
19658 gaw the entrance of a nsew brodcaster on 103,73 WCR-FM,
owned andnerated by the Yeedlv Rlible InatlitAfie baman broad~
easting on that dav, with ar entir@ly relicious vrarramaing,
the Tirst station of ite tyne 1in EhevBland's histowv.79 on
Julr 14, 1959 WNO3-7V, 107.9 nes., sisned an as Mevalandls
newest, and thenation'e most nowerful, breoadeaister., With
a transnltier dellveringe 135 KW, and a hishly commlsax antenna
gyatem ntilizing 12 semnarnate hooys, thin%% lookad emnoursgdig
for the new nDronertv of the Marthara ORAN®Broadeastino
Commany, {(NCRB); wnfortirately, thenew station was nlammad
by technlcal dilfficulileg. The monstrous transMITTER was
almost inaudihle in =many naris of Cleveland and »ecention
in Toldeo was excellent; sinmiiarllw. tha statlon was oblite
erating the sienal of n 1 W g+ation ldoestod shovt 15 nmiles

cutslds of Inddannnolis) in »omes loeated not more than a mile

e Gl rmrndnead Newy Decanyerrs 10, 1353, nnd
£ L Qo LUl akselibe sbaGi 13, 15595 e
79  Cloveland Plain D8fler, December 2, 1953, nv.
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from the smaller stallon. Znpincers wraced tne Jdilfle
culty tocaspheciig, provles Lo We To ey Arterde, Wiicih Was
shooting 1ts sipnalebove, auu UVGL, Glevelanc. uitimeiely,
S 4 <an - “ -~ . " s o Ko o a2 X & oy H2 . ~ - P
after many wisacceLsi ul eifvitve @l ellimiaating Lue pioblen,
the édecision was mede w uillilze uily ten unils of the

1=

SRR N PN . - o oa = . . 5 = - ¥
anbenna, winlC.ooived was situacion, wul slso cul the statinn’'s

+

= o - ‘ e 5 s t
power Lo 113 nwy Uwbaing v e ascamned o0ll).

Tre new Javeg Signeou on s sislerr sitation in Lhe ki bands
OrL By Dy 1 sdvs Ol & Lleguency oi ivbes men, which maiatained
wAUBE Caal lelieis 101 & 10w WOLLUB, &G 900N WECRLE wABN-FM
wiC shl 'L ondy nelicnallilion swstdon, wlll on vae shue ire-
GUENT S o

Fiowas wedlnliely @ Looliny, vuBluvbspii uoL an eniirely
ProLilabie OLG—diw LLBLENGIE 10U Lo Giliidbuelilovkeep
GUIELOL UL Bll WiE LGV weVeLloDECLLS ou Lne slalkopiree”
LRIlGbe  WhEJ=Ii: Wab wuGueal Lo blgn on, ou sApril 1, 1%61,
wiltii & v L WANGLILGEL Ul Hlen wloe Originsdliy scaeauled
e commence vroaucasting sboul a monti: earlier, il was forced
U Walt GiliiLWCUY moveu iuk irequency Lo 5ze) Lo waxe 1OOm

Oile sllied ap 'Cievelandds Fine Arts

)."

LUL L€ Bewel slav
sadic’, anc piugrocusicg, elsdyel, clavslical rusic, twe station
BLanGou 1oaidis veveral Licicda

Dl O ULE WOrG S LAt jwe S20AGCLE L Dakds, Lae network

&o LCERC L L CunversaLicn wivi Richard D. Lebner, 5/7/63,
a1 Lua8.

82 Tederhone conver-atipmari?t Pobert Conrad, 5/6/6%, 6330pm.



affilliatliohs in Clevelsnd agein rotated, WHK dropped its
HBC affiliation in 1959m and psoomed o ogdlelred otual-~ABC
coverare, w-hlell gave gl e Doiro~lodis gheril. ereaffber,
when the station changed hande. WJMO obliged by aceeplilng
ABC, and WDOXK linked I'sgelf wlih 'Mutus)~feor cr- Trom the
thirties when statlons ciecmuored for an 2.1f1llation. WJIW
assumed NIC on August 1, 1961, having been independent since
1t dropped its ABC affiliationlate In 19579~ teldne over
the BHK affiliatlion. This associstlon rvreved to he short-
l#ved, however, for ithe networkleft WJE on D&cember 21, of
that same year, that station theneolng irdevendent. MNow
without an affiliate, HBC beran seareching, and finelly
persutided WGAR, longz 2 b&stipn of €33, to assume the N
coverase, which 16 did on Faril 70, 1963,

Cn the FM aireaves, ADGO chanced hands for the third
tige in nid~1962, and on Novembher =, 1062 assumed the call
letters WCLV-EM, sti11 on 95.%,°

To round out our 1listingoof Cleveland®s radle onepmsations
let me briefly mention two other atationrs, thouxh nnt of the
commercial varietv. One, WCY. opened October 1, 1926 at

Went 117th and Madiscon, omnerated by CA, with a »ower of 750

watts. It served as a marine communications atatinn, and on

83 on. &lte«, Ruth Garv conversation. ,
0 Tols Lot comrsedean cles L LYY Goadss miey, 5/7/63. #3130pm.
B5 3. ¢o.4%. Robert Conrad conversation.

~ot
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Jormary 7. 1829 moved e Bradiey Rogdd, Dover, beitween

Detroit and Larain, with e pewer of 5 X4, onerating there
\,

for scvernl yepyt besore docdpitimdins oroioethraensY

Loyt nmss Ty S8 VG kv Bt EETAE, ET DTS Jen ar
WiHK'e used for facsimile itronsmisgsions, vioienoomened in the

inte therites, o8 2 moewr of 100 wnttre I tne (UF hand,
(botwaer. O and 48 mesels nn

Thus we have ¢ chronelery of (Jevelanc's recilo dsvelope
ment Sron the Tebat nrimdtive proprams of “0ACE all the way
throush the city's newest I ecall, BCLV. Prdlo hae gone
thowh treneondous changes in the A2 rears resspitiated
haepret thedzre of the networka have Toded, s bave {ns 4days
cf madlo a8 o swole source of entertalinment! nevertheleess, the
infdugtry continuer, nertloulrti¥y In the field of i, &vare
expardiing and irorevine, for wnat eopneerz Lo be errisht

future,

—————— e g e o

3T ﬁ? Bitas 'ﬁ-« I' Z Def.ai)wv m'na*,ig}n



Books and Magazines-

1 Rose, Villliam G., Qlgvsland, ihe Making of a
World Publishing Company, Cleveland, Ohio, 1950.

2 Broadessting 1960 Yesrbook, (Market Book Issuse),
Broadeasting Publlcations, Ine¢., V¥Washington, D.C.,

Issue #53,
Newspapors~
Clexeland Elaln Dsaler, Jsnuary 1, 1950,
Cleveland Elain Dealex, Octover 10, 1926.
Llaveldand Xlain Lealexr, March 3, 1957.
Glevelend Zlaln Dealer, February 10, 1951,
Slseveland Ecaesa, February 10, 1938,

Condon, George, Qlgwseland Xlaln Dealex, October 21,
1951,

9 Llgvaland Rlndn Realar, April 4, 1926,
10 LClaveland Elaln Dealaer, Decembee &, 1926,

11 Iggé.ner. Robert, Clavaland Xlain Desalsr, January 27,

12 Glavsland Elain Degalar, December 11, 1926,
13 Qlexeland Elain DResler, September 2, 1927,
14 (leveland Rlaln lealaer, Aprll 26, 1927,

15 %ggner, Robert, Clevaland Elalri Dealer, November 12,

16 GQlaveland Elailn Dealer, Mey 29, 1927.

£ 0l

® ~N o W



17

18

19

31

32
33

35
36
37

& |

Elatner, Robert, Clexeland Ilaln lDealer, December 12,
8927,

Kintner, Robert, Claweland Elaln Realar, December 15,
1927.

Kintner, Robert, (lewelend. Rlaln Realar, May 30, 1928.

Kéngner, Robert, Llgveland Llain DReaslsr, September 2,
1928,

?:éngner. Rovert, Qlaveland Llaln Dealax, O8tober 13,
1928,

I%g;ner. Rovert, Qlaveland Xaln Dealaer, February 2,

Kintner, Fobert, Qleveland Fialn Dealer,. MAreh 9, 1929,
Creveland Rlain Dealer, April 24, 1929,

Clexeland Haln Realer, April 26, 1929,

Kintner, Robert, Qlevaland idaln Denler, April 28, 1929,
Llexelanc Zress, July 7, 1929,

%ggner. Robert, Qlaveland EPlaln Dealexr, October 6,

Qlaxeland Blsala Realer, November 7, 1929.

%g;,aer, Rovert, Lleveland EZlaln Reslar, October 13,

OOOKQ Af‘”bhur. _lem, maﬂ’ November 7' ’939.
Seveland Elaln Realax, September 26, 1930,

g‘g%gen. George, Qlaveland Plain DRealar, December 11,

ggggon. George, Qlgveland Rlaln lealsr, December 10,

Clavaland Rlain leasler, August 13, 1931,
Glesteland Plain Realer, Mirch 2, 1947.

?gnd%é% Bdwin T,, Gleweland Rlaln Dealer, September
» .



39

41
42

&3

45

46

ut

49

51
52
53

55
56

57

59

il1

Stephen, Rovert S., Lleveland Eladn Danlen:,
1937,

Stephen, Robert S., Gleveland Plaln Dealar,
1938,

Lleveland flaln Dealanr, December 31, 1938,
Rlaveland Presg, December 19, 1539,

St%phen. Robert S., Hlgveland Plaln. Desler,
1941,

Stephen, Robert 5., Glaveland Xlain Dealsr,
L ]

1942

Jentember

July 2,

September 12,

September 9,

-‘Lima.ll, J&Cknn ﬂlﬁk‘.ﬂlﬂnd. .EJ.‘.EEB.. March 24, 1943.
Barmann, George, Qlaveland Ehaln Dealar, Cctober 23,

1945,

Sgiphen, Robert d., Qlgyeland 2laln Dealar,
1947,

March 2,

Helman, Edwiln, Clevelanc) Ixreag, August 4, 1948,

iig,zghen, Robert 3., glavaland IDlaln Raslar,

?gz%hen. Rbgert S., Glavelaud ElainXDsalsr,

Stephen, Mbbert S., Qlaveland Flaln fdanlar,
Qevslend Elaln Desler, August 21, 1952.
Glavgland Plain Realer, 3eptember 10, 1948.
Lavaland Dlaln Realer, Ootober 8, 1954.
Llaveland Zlain Dealary June 23, 1943,
Qaveland. Plain Danler, Deoccmber 13, 1947,
&laveland Ereas, January 10, 1947,

March 31,
December 17,

June 2, 1947,

Bacon, Elmore, laxeland lswa, Deccmber 4, 1987,

faveland Elain Dgelex, June 11, 1949.

Stephen, Robert S., Qleveland Zlain lealar,
Te 1947,

Dgoember



61
62

22 8

& 3 & &

O
3 3

76

78
79

81
82
83

iv

Bacon, Elmore, Glevelancl lawn, August 30, 1948,
Clayeland Rlaln Dealsr, Memch 19, 1950,
5;936 tien, Lbbert 3., glgxeland Elain. lealer, May 15,

Condon,
19

George, Glaveland. 2laln Dgalex,

Glaveland Hevm, March 24, %949,
George, Qlaveland Rlaln Dgalax, June 16, 1949,
george, Qlexsisnd Plaln. Dealer, Juns 30, 1949,

Condoeny
Gondﬁn,
rorter,

Laveland Zlaln

Phillp, Glaxeland Elaln Realax,

Novenber 50,

Jiume M. 1951.

. Bealar, Jenuary 19, 1949,

Lleveland Dladn Desler, Jamuary 14, 1951,

Condon,
1951

Condon,
Condon,
Condon,
Condon,

Condop,
1255

Condion,

Georse, OShauatkandORiASA!Dealar,

George, Claweland EPlaln Dsaler,
George, dlavaland Pialn Deslex,
George, Clexeladd Plaln Denler,
George, Claveland Elaln Dealer,
Goorge, Llaxeland Flaln Dealar,

George, (laxsland Flain Dealar,

January 14,

Mareh 9, 1950,
January 6, 1950,
Hovember 18, 196%
August 20, 1952,
Dedcember 29,

July 14, 3956,

Qeveland INain Daalgr, September 21, 1956,
Cleveland, Plain Dealar, July 31, 1958,
Conden, George, flexweland Elein Dealer, Decembor 9,

1956,

Slevaland Heus, Decesber 17, 1958,
Lleveland Flaln Dealer, December 8, 1958.
Lleveland Erxaam, March 13, 1950

Slevaland Hlaln Dealar, July 12, 1959.
Kane, Russel, Qlaveinnd Pialn Dealer, December 21, 1961.



85

90 o
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Slavealand Tinqg, Cctober 2, 1926,

Gleveland llaln 2ealer, January 7, 1929.

Uan iletre, Unurice, Gleveland liexs, larch 4, 1957,
Qexgeland 2laln Dealgr, June 12, 1949,

Telephone Converasatlons-

89

1007

101
102

163
104
105

106
107

Chday, BABRy, KYW englneer, 5/7/63, 3130 pm.

Clarke, Eddle, Wik public relations, 5/6/63, 11100 anm,
Conred, Robert, WOLV owner, 5/6/63, 6130 pm.
Courtnep, WOHO pewmil managsr, 5/0/63, 2130 pme

Delaney, Relph, former Chief Engineer, WHK, 5/10/63,
Ti0O pme

Dommaing, Lawson, S@¥mer propran director WIAM, 5/7/63,
10130 am

Epperson, Joseph, Chlef Ingloeer VENWS, 5/7/63, 11:15 am.
Gary, Ruth, Wi public relations, 5/8/68, 3145 pm.
Ceorses cérl, WGAR manager, 5/7/63, 4:30 pm.

Jerone, Jerry, KYW engineee, 5/7/63, 3140 pm,

npowlton, ¥William, former mannger, WJIAX, 5/7/63, 1:45 pm.
Miller, Robert, WERE general manager, 5/6/63, 3145 pme
M¥lson, Willlam, WBOE enginser, 5/7/63y 4118 pme

Peters, Hartiet, Cleveland Press RAdlo-TV Depts, 5/7/63,
10 345 am,

Smiley, Robert, program dirsetor WGAR, 5/7/63, 10115 am.
3pillor, Howard, KYW engineer, 5/7/63, 3145 pm,

Webner, Richard D.,, Chio Bell plant treining operations
instractor, 5/7/63 10:00 pme

ivicd., 5/10/63, 93130 Pt
1?31(1.9 5/8/63’ 10100 pme



