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THE D�LQPMENT QF CLEVELAND'S 

RADIO INDU�TRY 

The transmission of impulses, and later voice; by radio 

waves wae practiced as early as the turn of the century, 

on an almost ent1relh amateur, and very crude, basis, with 

little or no thought of commercialization. Clevela.nd,s ini­ 

tial acquaintance with radio was therefore, much the same 

as that of most other areas of the nation; prior to the year 

1 9 2 1  she had within her confines a small, but dedicated group 

of what we now ca.11 "hams ' 1 ,  interested in the transmission 

of almost anything over the air, with little, or no; gov­ 

ermental control. 

Needless to say, such a system of radio broadcasting; 

characterized by such loose form, in short time managed to 

create general havoc in the ether, by virtue of its total 

lack of ooordination. 

It was in such an atmosphere that Cleveil.and•a first 

true broadcaster commenced operations on July 26, 1 9 2 1 .  

Warren Cox, one of the growing number of Cleveland's "hams"•  

set up a station, W8ACS, on a frequency of 1500 kos . ,  200 

meters, at his factory where he manufactured automobiles, 
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1 

at 3 1 38  Payne Avenue. Cox was, at that time, a member 

of the Cleveland l\,_dio Association, which offered the 

total amount of local coordination available to city at 

that time. and which, ultimately, became the sponsor of a 

system by which various concerts, and lectures, were broad­ 

cast to the city once a night, a different member station 

carrying a different event each evening. 

Cox's effort is considered the first station in the 

city, although at that time he was licensed only as an 

amateur, as were all the other operators in Cleveland. His 

distinction, however, lies in the fact that his operation 

ultimately evolved into WHK, andcof even more importance, 

he broadcast features over the air that he :felt were of 

interest to the general publlc-a type of programming that 

set him aside from the other broadcasters in the city. 

Under similar circumstances the c i t y ' s  next major broad­ 

caster, W8CJ8� was founded in 1922. Operated by s . · Ed di e  

Leonard, an employee of Cleveland's Willard B�ttery Com• 

pany, this station wa.e the forerunner of WTAM• and lays 

claim to the nation 's .first battery pewered radio sta.t.ion.2 

Tra.nam1ss1on at this time was aoc6mpl1ahed with orude epa?k 

gap transm1tt$rs• which needed approximately 500 volte to 

polarize the plates of the tubes; this value."'8.s tar too 

1 .  Rose, William G., Qley,alan'1., .Ille. Ma.kins A:C a .a..3..u., 
Cleveland, 1950, p. 805. · 
2 Mount, Harry A. ,  Oleveiana Plain Dealer, 10/10/26, 
np. 
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high to be obtained from the conventional dry batteries, 

and operation or radio equipment off houee current did 

not become generally accepted until the late twenties; 

thus, faced with a lack of a power source. resouroef'ul 

broadcasters used generators which usually mlld.e a dis1:1 

turbing amount of noise over the air. Thus, thW develop­ 

ment of battery units for such power proved a great boon 

to the indua try. 

Va.roous reports are e.v.aila.bleJ �oat sources give W8.Ga5 

credit :for this initial entry in� battery power. Leona.re!• 
·, 

employer• owner of the Willard Battery Company, was both 

interested 1n radio, and able to supply the necessary units; 

thus, his claim is usually accredited.3 

A different story is obtained from KYW en3ineer, Howard 

Spiller, who told me in a telephone conversation, of his 

father's station, WBACR; according to Mr. Spiller, W8AOR 

or1g1n�lly operated off the same mC?tor generator system 

that all other hams employed, until one day Willard paid 

his father a v1a1 tJ after suggesting battery ,•wer·; and 

being told that such a ba.ttery pack waen• t ave.lla.ble., 

Wil.lard le:ft without further oomeent on hie proposal. Some 

time later a larse truck delivered 20 cases, containing 

battery cells sufficient to produce the 500 volt plate 

voltage. and the evening of their installation W8ACR was 

3 1hi.d·� np. 
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heard in Alaska. This, according to Mr. Spiller, was the 

nation's :r1i-.st battery powered rrtd1o station. 4 

In a:ny event, it was with Cleveland's radio scene in 

this generally chaotic cond.1 tion, with about 1000 ra.di.o 

receivers in the city late in 1 9 2 1 , 5  that the.Department of 

Commerce; which at that time was responsible for Federal 

control of the airwaves., ordeeed all amateur operators to 

cease operation, in an,-.·Uf'ort to ooordinate :frequencies, 

time or opera.t1one, apeoiry general types of pergramming, 

and diota. te the ot!>nfines of an 8Jll8.Uur license. In such 

a situation, Warren Cox moves W8AOX to 5105 Euclid 4venue, 

where he built a new transmitter, using two 50 watt tubes; 

and a.waited the government's next action. His answer came 

on Fecruary 2 1 ;  1922 when he received a license to operate 

station WHK on a frequency of 830 kos.,  (360 meters),6 

the first station in the nation to receive a Federal 11• 

cense.7 

Fall of 1921 alao saw the formation of the city's sec­ 

ond radio station, WJAX., according to its general managtr, 

William ID'lowlton, Originally the station was placed on the 

4- Te1ephone conversation with Howard Spille:r, 5/7/63, 
3t45 pm 
5 cendon, George, Qlexelana PJ atn Dealer, March 3, 1957, 
np. 
6 Van Metre, Maurice, Ql§JC§1,m,d li.WfA, Ma.reh 4• 1957, np. 
7 Qlevela,nd, P1a,1n neaier, February 10, 1 ,s 1 ,  np, 
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air by its O'\lfl'ler, the Union Trust Bank, to broadcast to 

the dovmtown banks the latest reeul ts on the a tock market 

!'or a period of one hour each noon; not lone after ita in ... 

ception, Mr. Knowlton was appointed its manager, with little 

restrictions on p1"0gramm1ng. Soon WJAX' s schedule found 

the 750 kc. frequency broadcasting banjo and jazz band 

music on a onoe-a•night basis, with Mr. Knowlton on the 

banjo.8 

Other information obtained from Mr. Knowlton; though 

not tlrectly related to WJAX' s chronology, sheds an inte:r':!S 

eating light upon the radio induotry of the early twenties. 

WJA:x can claim the distinction of being the first radio 

station in the ll,ation to a1r Guy Lombardo and liis Royal 

Canadians; Mr. Knowlton, after auditioning the band, agreed 

to air them, every other Saturday night, live from the Fmrt 

Louis night c.l.ub-on oond.1 tion that Lombardo pay the cost of 

the remote telephone lines t:or the broadcast; and thus, every 

other Saturday night, for quite some time• WJAX transported 

their remote control panel to the Fort Louie, and Mr. Lom­ 

bardo payed $ 1 5  for the privilege of broadcasting hie band.9 

Also gleaned from my •onversat!on with Mr, Knowlton are 

these other bits of interesting nostalgia. Once, when called 

to a conference on radio 1n Washington, at which the Seore- 

8 Telephone conversation with William Knowlton, 5/7/63, 
1 : 4 5  pm. 

9 .1lu.d· 
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tary of Commerce, Herbert Hoove�, pree1ded; (prior to the 

Federal Radio Commission, the !overning of radio broadcasting 

was entrusted to the Department of Commerce); Mr. Knowlton 

was appalled, as were the other delegates, when Hoover sug- 

geated rather mildly that it, was almost time for the govern• 

ment to assume dontrol i n �  more strict sense, of the radio 

commund ca t.Lons media. AgllB.st at this picture of "government 

encroachment upon free enterprise" the convention broke up 

into t.en-man cow111tteee. Of t.i'1e teh men on his oomm1ttee. 

nf.ne were entirely aga Lns t 3overnmental control of br-oadeaat> 

111.g•however, one YOUil6 man, just recently involved in tll• tn• 

austry, insisted that such control was necessary, justified, 

desirea.�.:;le• and 1nev1 table, if radio were,, to tltiuri'Bh-. · . ,  

The committee thought him mad-but as time would tell that 

young man, David scrno rr , had an important role to play :Ll"l 

the national development of radio. 10 

Aleo recalled w1 th a. certain etree.k of humor. is the 

time that a. swrano, while at t.he mike in the middle of a 

song, stopped and screamed so loudly into the microphone 

that she .caused the c�aing to rattle, o.fter which she oa.lm• 

ly went on w1 th her song. Later, a very curious .Mr. Knowlton 

after inquiring, was duly informed by the diva that she 

"wanted her sister in TE::xaa" to hear her. 1 1  

Meanwhile, WJAX and W8CJR were sharing time on a fre- 

1 0 .1l2.1d. , 
1 1 .1];;wl. , 



quency of 750 k c s . ,  with rather flexible schedules, which 

usually cA.lJ.ea for one to operate during the day, and the other 

in the latter portion of the evening. 

Ea r-Ly in 1924 W8CJR became W8XG, still owned by the 

Wills.rd peoplt3, and stlll run by Eddie Leonard, and it was 

not until late t.ha t, year- that t:10 stat.1.on as sumed the more 

conventional four letter ca.11 of a commercial broadcasta� 

'ii TAM, a name that ,,rould soon become nationally famous. 

WTAH oper3.ted on 750 kcs , an did its predecessors, util· 

izing 5000 battery cells, (placing a total voltage of 10,000 

DC volts on the transmitter tube :plates) ,  housed on shelves 

55 feet in length. In the words of Mr. Leonard, it wa.s 

"probao l.y the b:t5gest {be.tt.ery) ever built , " 1 2  At that 

time i� TAH operated with a power of 1 .  5  1dlOi'!'e. t ta, mak1ne 1 t 

the most powerful radio voice in �1.e United States. Orig· 

1ne.lly, it broadcast night l)rograma three hours in length, 

(WJAX was on the same frequency during the day),  but it 

later expQded its schedule eonsidere.bly a.a we shall see�J3 

192.li- also saw the entry of a. new radio voice onto the 

Cleveland radio scene. On 1·iay 1 5  of t ... hat year, a 1111:ense 

was �ted to Stanley J .  Brt.z of M. F.  Broz Furniture, Hard­ 

ware and Radio Store, to o�te J'ea!Ao station WDBK on a 

frequency or· 1320 kcs. with a :pow¢r output of 100 watts, at 

1 2  Condon, George, Qla1landMPl0,1n Deru,er, October 2 1 ,  
1 9 5 1 ;  np. 
1 3  CJev:oland PreflAh February 10, 1938, np, 
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his store located at 139 18  Union Avenue. 14  WDBK had a rather 

short history on the Cleveland ra.a.io scene, as we shall see 

La t.er-, and · is little remembered in the minds of Cleveland' e 

radio listeners; its low power output undoubtably precluded 

certain areas of the city from rece1�1ng the station, which 

may account_fo::::-the lack of recognition of this early member 

of t..�e Cleveland broadcast community. 

By thta time warren Cox :had found hia old headquarters 

on Payne had e;rown f2.r too sme.11 for t....h.e evert,e�and1.ng WHK, 

s.nd he was compelled in 192b., to .move to new quarters ln 

Clevele ... "'ld' e atandard Bulldi!J? during this same year ifflK 

changed i te fre.que�cy from 830 kcs , tc 7030 kcs , , presumably 

e.t the time of the change of the st,udi.o location; t:O.is, how- 

ever. 1.s an assumption, since no records are ava11R.ble on 

this par-t.Lcuf ar- subject. PJJ.dio was an expanding business, 

and expand 1t did. 

On November 1 5 ,  1926 the NBC Red Network made 1ts debut, 

with a rousing membership of 25 national affiliates, WTAM 

heing one of the char-t.er- members of thia original nat., With 

such a change in pro5ramnin5, and wi tll tlH� pr-e s aur-e of two 

competing stations, WT.AM found the t1me-:3har1ng basis on 

which it operated witk YEAR too restrictive, and on April 

24, 1926 a.oquir.ed the Goodyear pz-oper-ty , WTAM was then ,2_t,:  

1 4  Federal Communications Letter #872n, from !le'!"l. "!a::,le, 
received May 12 ,  1963. 
1 5  Qlexaland flp,in D

0
a,1er, January 11., 1 9 :> 1 ,  np , 
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a power of 3500 watts, but reduced to 1000 during the 

merger to ?IJatch WEAR. A a s .  E. Baldwin, WTAM manager 

eta ted, "Eventually we wiJ.l probably oonsolida te the two·, 

sta.tione, using one t.r-anemt tter and full time on the o.ir. 

We have the aasur-ancee of Department of Commerce officials 

that • • •  full tJme will be granted. 1 1 17 The reduction in WTAM1 s 

pow(�r wc.a effected in cornplin.ncc w1 tb tn e No.t1on.aJ. Radio 

ConfeNnCe req:;est tbs.t sta.ticno 1n largo cities remain 

at powers of 1000 wtto or lesa.  Fron thio t1me on, until 

1928, WT!\M aasumed thG �all J.etters �vTAM-WEAR 1;1i th both sep­ 

ar-a to and simul t.anaoun progrnt1.Ir!ing over t.he tlTO sta. t.Lons , 

c o th ntilJ. on 7SO kcs , 

In 1925 the Union Trust Bl:tnk was beo01�1ing lncreaoingly 

d1splensec1 over 1 ts involvement tn tho r-;;i.c1io lrnh ... YStry; what 

had origin2.lly began as a s Lm ple stock mar-ke t quo tet.Lon 

supply station, had evolved into a complex re.dio vo l ce or 

the c1 ty, and WJAX was st.r.'.")ti.:13 too fai· from banking realm; 

rur-tnemor-e , the commercial aapoo t.s of \!J .AX had sn 1rri ta ting 

aff e-ot on some of the bn.nld s cumtomer-s , and thus, in 1925 

WJAX me.m113er Bill F.nowlton oot1t-:;:1t out Lucier, K:tne, of Good­ 

y,;;iar Tire and Rubber, paintlug the radio inuuat.ry as e. 

hiehly lucrative cppor-tunr ty to place the Goodyear name 

before the pu�)lic; !}'r. Knowl ton's crowning eelline point was 

the altera.tlon of the call to WEAR, s1nee Goodyear prided 

17 c1evele,nd, t'l&in Pi1Dil£U!, April 4, 1926,  np , 
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itself on the longevity of its products. It wasn't diffi­ 

cult to persuade Goodyear to add WJ.AX to its chain, starting 

with i'lEAF in New Yorl;:, and the station became WEAR aoen there­ 

after, ��lng hands for the price of $ 1 5 ,000 .  18  

1 By 1926 U1e lusty Cleveland radio industry had turned 

into more than an Lnt.er-es t Ing pa.sttime in which banks might 

indulge, and amateurs amuse thernsel ves , for wi t..l-:t the ad.di tion 

of commercial revenue, rad10 became a h1gh.1y lucrat.1ve enter- 

prise. Thus in 1926  plu.na were announced for the establish• 

merrt of WJAY, to broadcast from atop t.he Hotel Ho'l Lendcn , 

the station to oe owned and operated by the ABC network. 1 9  

Under th� management of Charles :.aurns, WJAY took t,o the air 

on January 1 ,  192720 on a frequency of 688 k c s . , 2 1  (ti�is was 

still in the: time when stations picked their own frequencies), 

howevor they moved quicldy to 680 kcs , , on .April 24-, 1927, 

when the Federal covernment aasw��d control �r the regulation 

of broadcasting frequencies.22 In June of the same year, 

when frequency a.llocatlone werE. given to all atat1on.e, WJAY 

received 1320 kca. ,  the arune frequency occupied by WDBK• 

which �reated problems.23 

1 8  .1.lu4., np. 
1 9  Qlev�land Ple,1:o, Dealer, December 8, 1926, np. 
20 Randall, "Sdwin T • •  Qleviland Plain Dea,lor, September 19,  

1937, np. 
2 1  Kintner, P.obert, QJ..e;p;elano �Jain Pealer, January 27, 

1928, np. 
22 QJeyelAD,.d Plaln Dealer, April 24, 1926; np. 
23 Letter from the Federal Communications Commission 

#8720, received Hay 1 2 ,  1963 
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During the frequency allocations WDBK had been busily con­ 

sulting with the Department of Commerce; on June 1 ,  19Z7 it 

received permission�© lnorease its power to 250 watt�, 

still on 1)20 kc��; (tbe Department waa blissfully ignoring 

the faot that it had as:::,igned WJAY tho same frequency.) The 

st.a.tiorJ.S Lnvc Lvc d vc i -o painfully awar-e of the diacrepai'lcy 

and a confuseci Cleveland watched the two stations shake 

their heads in <iismay. finally, on June 27, 1927 the Depart- 

men t of co.aaer-cc ordered 'f/DBl: t.o snaz-e t.Lme wit: ... t!J l'.Y and 

t.no former r-equos ted perm Le s Lon to leave the city, w::..i oh 1 t 

recl:h.-eci on July 2 1 ,  2:"> 'l'hus '1/DT.li� moved, SJ.1ortly theres.fter, 

to A1a'On as · .a 1Jro�es,ty of Urn Akron Beacon Jouro-al, as 

sta.t.Lon W'llJC, s�ill on 132.J xcs , , and st.ill po s Lng a. fr.equenoy 

ccnf Ld c t Hit.ll 'i.'JAY.26 ��·or a time tl::.0 tuo s t.a t.Lona shared 

t Lme , and later, after the ;.ew frequoncy 2..llocatlonz o r 1928, 

the probJ.em was alleviated. 

In the latter par-t. of j ;)26 world leal�ed out froill Wash• 

1r�ton that t,he: D:;ps.rti-;.ient, of coramer-ce was :Ce.st finding that 

tJ.1.ore were mo r-e r-equcs ts for s ta. t:l.ono t.har:. the frequency 

carids could p:1y£ically ac conoce.t e--ant, tner-c ensued a melee 

in ·..thich everyone desiring a pe:rm.1 t 1mmt3d1ately applied, in 

t:ae hope of "cetting in unc�r the wireu before the then- 

expe ct.ed "fr0Eze ,: or; permits went into cfl'cc;. ( It may be 

24 @• ,dt. rec Let te:c i/8720 
25 1ll1.d · ,  
26 .Q.P., .ell·, 1::1.nt.ner, Ja.nuury 27., 1928, np , 
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quite reasonably assumed tr.cat this, at least in ar- � 

prompted the founding of WJ / ;Y. )  T'nus I on December 1 1 ,  

1926 Henry G-rossme.n, fcrmer gsn€ral nanager- of WTK, a 

commercial radio-telephone station owned by Intercity 

Radio, and located on the Hotel Cleveland, announced his 

intention. to found WHG, wh!ch acccr-dxnr, to my sources, 
\  

never became airborne. Proposed. pl.?.nf, for WHG call� 
l 

for owneroh1p by t:he .Eaater.i Broadcasting Corporation, 

a sucsicJ.1ary c,f Dolle.r 'Jry Cleru11uti; Company, of Mew 

York.27 

In August of 1927 a diaputo arose over the legality of 

one aspect of radio's programming, when AttcDney General 

F.,dward c .  Turner of the state of Ohio ruled that it  vas 

illegal for Cle·.reland ! s. City Council to p2.y for the 11 ve 

broadcast of concerts from the Public Auditorium, an<l it 

was not until the. Law Director of the City, Carl F. 

Shuler and Lincoln Dickeyt manager of the Hall• went to 

Columbus and convinced the Attorney General that th.e pub­ 

licity derived f o r t.h e  hall fro� sue� bro•acaets resulted 

in in<.:raa.sed. revenue for t.he Ha.1111  tria t, these broa.doaa�s, 

one of Cleveland's broadcasting cultural highlight of the 

time, were allowed to reaUille.28 

At this time, while Cleveland was enjoying a period of 

extreme activity and prosperity in the radio industry, cer- 

27 Qleyelax.� Plain ,Im�lek, December 1 1 ,  1926, np. 
28 cieyela,nd Plain Dealer, September 2. 1927, np. 
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tain governmental agencies 1!1. �Yat 1i.ngton were slowly, but 

surely, gro»ing agnas t, at the monster they had created in 

the person of the radio Lndus ,..:,ry. · Without the c l.o ae po lie- 

ing of f'requencles now in effect, the stat1on!3, allowed to 

select their own fr'3'quencies, had often encountered. bo t,n a 

shortage of frec.:_•.iE:ncies, ?.r�a a ee:�iov.s prob l era of 1nterferettee 

with other stations who o:::erated un 3imi�ar frequencies. In 

order to add some meai:;ure c,f SLJ.nity to the confu2io11, In 

April of 1927 t.he new allocations were given out throughout 

the nation; ln Clovelana. W'I'AM---WiAR was moved to 389.1+ meters, 

(770 kcs , } ,  with \lTAM allow·ed to move up to 5000 watts, while 

WEAR remained at 1 K\i'. i'lDBl{ waa .:..llowea. to move up to 500 

watts, on 1320 kce , , while WHK, af' t,er boo s t.Lng from 500 

tc 1000 watts, was assignee 1000 k c s . ,  (212.66 meters ) .29 

B'or some unexplained reason, �wever; at t..�e la.st possible 

moment WJAY moved to 1450 kcs , rather t.nan to the 1320 kes .. 

th.at had been previously a .. nnounced , 30 Obviously done with 

i<"'edernl sanction. I wouldsur.n.i se that this was the .F.ep.era.l 

Radio Commission• s answez- to the problem of i'fDBK remaining 

on 13�0 kcs. 

The same erowing pains that had caused WHK to move to 

larger headquarters in 1924 forced WTAM-WEAR to seek additional 

spaoe for its combined operation. 1'he original WTAM studios, 

29 Q�eyelana PJa,ln Ds:;Q-Jer, April 26, 1927, np. 
30 Kintner, Robert, Clevele,od Pla,ix,. Qeale;r:, November 1a,  

1928,  ny. 
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loca.ted on the twentieth floor of the Union Trust Build- 

ing, werereta.ined to house the transmitters and battery 

power supplies, -:iowever, two new atud.:i.os were constructed 

on the fourth floor of t.he building's annex, on Chest-er 

Avenue. The new facilities afforded the station 4,800 

s quar e feet of floor s,a.ce, and boasted the newes t fac11- 

1t1esi 1nclu<li11t; Cel.,tte., tJ:i.e newest ecoustic padding, on 

all studio walls; warning lights over each studio tell any 

potential.: lntJ'uders whet.h:er a "liveY mike was in that 

stufilo-now a s t.andarxt feature or any station-first ma.de 
-,'.1 

L:1.clr appea ranc e in the area at tha t time • .J The move 

was made in the summer-, and a.11 went well at WTAM•WEAR 

for some !!lonthc thereaftei·. From December 1 ,  1927 on \hey 

were on an exclusive wave, (there waa n() other station broad- 

ce.a ting on their f requency in the entire country), now on a. 

frequency of 75�) kcs.,  once again; ncvever-, on the tenth 

of December WTA.l-1 was ordered to share time wi thv'.\lfSBT in 

South Bend, Ilidiana. Tnis necessitated a complex schedule 

which I rcprtv1uce here to give the Nader,..:.a ... J5enerlll�i.deaf0f' 

radio pro0ra.r:ua1ng in the la't,ter twent,1es. The most 1mmed1a.• 

effect cf th€ change was feltthat Saturday night, wheniin 

lieu ot the. ,.:10rmal rnltlrtight sign off, 1  WTAM was :f'oroed to 

c1oae down s t  t  t  pm, wiL1 the Wa,n<l�rins Minstrel.a down the 

31 Ql�vele,n,d Pl,a,,1n, Pw:aler·, Hay 29, 1927, np, 
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MississiJpi; the Tribime station in South Bend then 

signed on, at 10 :00  CST ( 1 1 : 0 0  ES T ) ,  for a period of two 

hours. 32 Durine: the following Times WT.A?-! wo ul.d , by agree- 

ment with WSBT, 11  sta.nd ... by" to allow the Indin...'12. s te. tion to 

transmit:
33 

Suna�.y 8 to 9 pm; alternate weeks 
Monday 7 to ,3 pm; 1 0  (j,) to 1 1  : 30  
Tuesday 7 to ,g pm; 
Wednesday t to ' f :  j() pm; 
ThursdP.y 7 to 8 pm; 1 1 - 1 2  pm 

E'riday 7 ,30 to 8 pm; 1 1 - 1 2  pm 
Saturday 1 1 - 1 2  pm 

Both stP.tions could hro8.dcaet duri:ri..g the de.y "on t.he aa- 

sumntion that rane:e will not be sufficiently grent t o t.h e  

hetrodyt?.htg wh,.ch of couae would result at night. 1134 

In mi1-Decembe� WHK announced plans f o r �  new move, from 

:i_ t.s studios in the Atande.rd Buildir1�, arid t.he 5overnment, 1n 

rr1:1.�tinp; the r-equee t , a'l so r:ranted a. temporary licen.ee till 

February 28, 1928 on a new freq�ency of 1 1 3 0  kcs. (263.3  

meters ) , e. 1 KW during the a_,::,y, and 500 we. t ts P. t night. 

WTAM-fiEAR made radio hiatory a.gain in Clevelad when they 

were purchased in May, 1 9 2 8  by the Cleveland Etect.rio lllum- 

inn. ting Coml)any and the VP:ri. Swerin?en brothers; the new 

owner-s f'JV:lnced theintention of re-ta.1n1ng the ea.me call let• 

ters and the same basic programming. "It 1e underetocd that 

the F�dernl Rttd:19 CommiFH�1.on �-s frunillt:1.!' w:i. th plsnn for the 

38 Kintner, Robert, Q1 e:srnland PJ a1n �tt, December 10 ,  
1927, np. 

33 .1W..d . , .  np. 



change of o�mership • • •  a.nd since 1t1nvoles only a transfer 

of stock�ho formal permission is required. 1 134 A far cry 

r rom the detailed permission , e r .  required for transfer of a 

station's title. 

February of 1029 marked a historic i'Ullt• b�th for Cleve­ 

land, and national, radio, for on the first of the.ib month& 

trans-Atlantic broadcast was attemptija, and was successfully 

completed, the first of its type to be judged successful. 

Station 2LO in England transmitted to the United S�tes on 

a short wave, and then the NBC Red network in New York broad­ 

cast the ten minute program� ( i t  began at 4:50 PM Cleveland 

time) ,  throughout the nation. A previous attempt on New 

Years Day of 1925, when sta.ton WJZ had attempted to broad• 

cast 11Big Ben" from London. had failed due to extriatnely 

weak signals.)5 Cleveland radio was now progressing beyond 

even a nat1onalr:J!cope. 

Cleveland, as well as the rest or t.ae na.t1on; was still 

embroiled in the battle of frequencies-for the FRO revisions 

in radio allocations, first attempted in 1927, had met with 

only partial success. WJAY, 1450 kcs.11n Cleveland, continued 

to experience interference with WHK;c then on 1390; thus 

on March 9, 1929 the Commission announced the change of 

WJAY's frequency to 620 kos. ,  at a power of 500 watts. With 

34 Kintner, Robert, QJev:eJ,e,nd l(la.1:n Dealer, May 30, 1928, 
nn , 

35 Kintner, Robert, February 2 ,  1929, Qlovsle,pa fle.i:n 
. :�al�r, np. 
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the Lo s n  of J;!DSK, Cn!'?�relancl' � r?.dio l01: th")n J.oc}:::<:>·1 J.ike 

36 
1 :M.n :  

',T.J.f, y 

WTAfli-WEAR 
- .,... .. TT 

C..0"- , ,. ,,  e:  

;  !.  .  .. \ .  '· • •  

1070 kcs , 3500 watts 
1 TCVl; ( '.? lr,i' t.sy ) 

Just o  ne month l:1.tcr, on A:Dr�l '?.(, 1929 t:1n FRO announ- 

,..., . ,. � ,. \ '! 1 ..1  .  
....  )  \. l • .., "' � .  •• 

O°':hC'!" �:1 + 1 G 3  �.n the nation 

r-. ,, 
, . ,  

!-FlC Re(l- iDc had moved into Glevelan<1 '.d Ui t:1& er-e c t Inn of 

"?.C 
.)0 

np. 
37 �Y..�and. �1a1n .J2eal��, April 26, 1929,  11p. 

1929; 



WJAY) .  

'I'he Federal _;iadJ.o Corurnlssion wa8 still attempting Lne 

unravel the tangle<i. pr-oo Lem oi· f r-equency alloc�rt,:io:r:.S, and 

on Oc-�@M@f' 1 j, 1923 word again went outvfJtOm ifishingt.on, 

that new allocations were to be made. WHK was given 1390 

kce. ,  witn a power o:i:' 300 watts day andnieht; Cox had hoped 

to place .c1is station on 940 kos , with a power of 1000 w&tts 

full-time, imt the i1'RIJ contended t,hat tnis r'r-squency wa.s 

not ava Li.ao Le , _N W'I'AM was the only sta\iDfftt@ be untouched 

oy t.ne cnangee+Lt. remained a� 3j� watts on 10'(0 AOS. 

A_pril �9, 1929 fiS a 110ota.le;ic day 1n Clev(;jlanu, for 

it saw L.11e demise 0-1.' one oi Lue .au.t.:i.on; Et 1,1ionee1•s on Lhe 

radio scene; ·if(fA.l•l wnici1 nad for aever-a.r years ul3en lild.lnftuiin- 

of opera tlons on t.ne f'ami.i.iar ' t ' S iJ  kcs , spot 011 t.ne d.ial- 

and the station t.na t b1M,\ oegun as a stock market r�porter 

an nour a day, lefi:.  th_.. 0leveland radio scene. However, 

W'l'AM was busily expanding; her new transmitter was finally t3 

";' , I 

selected, ( i t  �· an 11.CA-); and wae located ·15� milee from 

Public dquare of @wntown Oli.-veland; several large towers 

jOO feet in height, were supported by porcelain insulators:, 

standing on c·oncrete footings, with fbodlig.hta installed to 

illuminate the structures for p�aing aircraft • .6etw&en 

the l,uwe1·i:, a small building, .. �-:e •
1

taitk
1 1 ,  was s1 tuated, w1 th 

38 hi.ntner, Hooert, QlevaJ Md PJ 9,in Pealer, October 13,  
19?,9' 11.p. 

39 Clevelanc £reea, July 3, 1999, np. 
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wireo runni1'1€ between it and the tre.nsmit.ter, on tall wooden 

poles. '.!.'he four largei:,t. tubes in the worla, each taller than 

output cr.pa";ll1 ty i.;as at cut, 10�.:C KY,'. .-:TAM' s �.rr.21':lmiscion 

equiy,nent J.oco.ted on the downtc.iwn site ,  still ope r-at.cd on 

� - 1  r:::-f".Lt,..,.,  " , J • .  t "'  · · · -. n 1  .....  �  -- - · 1 1  ...  " "' ' '"' 'T"  +·c--1r"'1-,-:.-,q-.-,;- .. : -, � ,  �c 1 · -  o ut.s "  
,AO� .. .... . .  L  1-  -  l., , J  ._ -.Lt.,., \ Cl,f__.·:·, .1. ...... , l.• V • ·_-L. - c. .. J • ..  :  •  .,  __  .� ,,Ji. \,4 V \ )  •  'I'he 

��ce inst�.ll2.ti0n represented one 

of ir:. thEJ courr; r-y , and represented 

r. __ 11,"'.,_,_,-·7 '·r 1 � · - · ,  , ,,... .-,4� ,  ( - - ·  ··)13.'""" ,....,., ···o··r'"'m"''"'"- ' ? ,  � ..,  '""'v i.., � I f \..' • .:\.G1.J • )  Lt  ·,.,,· ..... l. . ... ......  �  '-'"· i  ,;..;  V \.-;;: • .:. f lO ".;.I J.  •  1 ' : 1 2 9 ;  one 

tb: 
.... .s I""\ ..L. ·1 r--, .... f ,... 
.'.> <,.J..._·,. l � -  ._.  �  ,  1..) 

np. 
I;obE::rt, 

.... 

Jqq,J,,;x,, 
,.. 

1 '.1'1 ie program 

October 61 1939, 

)1 1 .l..;2.ld. , np , 

42 Q.levela,nd Plain Dealer, November 7. t929, np. 
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open4d uith some locally produced entertainment, in addi- 

tion to the customary dedica.tion speeches. Arthur Pryer's 

Barid was on hand to corrt.r-Lbut,e .<:\ strrrint renn:t t.Lo noo f Sousa's 

Tb,unaerer, as well as the Cleveland OrcheBtra, under the dix- 

eotlon of Nikolai Sokoloff, which played '.Ca,n,nb.amHu� � 

Da,nl,lbe, and a composition entirled � Yeax:.a � in �  

�13 At 1 1pm  a  special r-elay from the network, (NBC 

R e d ) ,  in honor of WT.AM' e new system, was airea. from Jew 

York; the prop;ra.m included Jessica lDragonette, soprano, 

the Cavaliers, a.na many of the nation's top orchestras; 

includ.i�� CJevelander PhiJ. Spltalny andhis Pennsy1van1a 

Mu ! � c ;  Jnmes Mel ton; teror and i·[ilfre<1 Glenn, baas ,  sang, 

a!"ii. Gustav Ho.enshen's forty piece band eontributed an of- 

fering. After it wne 3.11 ever the concensus of those who 

listened and attended, was one of high pra1ae fort..�e new 

1nstall�t1on; the crc":r...in.r; aucces e ·;vas a. 11sten1n.p; oonf1r- 

ma.t1on from the West Goa.et., where WTAM'a 1naugu:ral broad• 

oas t was reoeived on a batt,leshiP, 200 :111es '1reet of sin 

Franc1sco.44 

-!he turn of the de cade saw the entry of n new sat of 

call letters onto the Cleveland airwaves; �'lGA.R m.a,.ru:,.ged to 

aign on on December 1 5 ;  1930, deep1te generaloopposit,ion CJf 

43 U2id,, np, 

2{ • .!.� coo k, Ar-t.nur , Cleyelanci free a, November 7, 1929, np , 
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muhh of the city ;  backed by WJR, Detroit, the station 

claimed that its erection wcu.l c give Cl0velc.!ld t�10 oppor- 

merce, hwwever, felt differently; it contended that Cleve­ 

land's airwaves were already suf'ficiently cluttered; to e.dd 

a fin...<l.l � � �;i;.:a.QEz, Lue l'lBC networkd(:.<:mied t£;.r,t it had ever 

..  ., . '1-•1 promised t.he new s ta ticn an al :r1 .... aa tion. - The a ta tion 

signed on at o pm on the even1ng of tile 15th, and at 7pm 

switched to the NBC .3lue network, (it.r.J:.lad obtained the a:f'fil- 

1at1on)-but at that crucial moment wnen the network ' 1feeti6. 

was cut in, suct<i.enly t.ne line went dead- juet when a.11 of 

vi'GAH' s new listeners wre expe ct Lng to hear that no.er-to-be- 
. ,  

forgot,ten duo of the day, ,Amps ' n  An.d,'1. It was t:ho first 

time in tnr-eeyyear-s that the network had experienced such 

dil°f1culty, for the t�ouble was at, the NUC tiee.dqua.rters in 

New Yorl-c, but at, t:iat moment, the information was of 11 ttle 

omni.fort to the young station. Ultimately, the network broke 

through, but � t w a s  a.n anxious ina.ugura.tion; the atatdnn 

was aas Lgned 1450 kcs , , at. a. power of 500 watts, -.,hich it 

retalnedffor several yeare. Severl� months after its open­ 

ing., it created somewhat cf a stir by interviewing, on remote 

location, a genuine bootl�gger, (whoee identity was withheld), 

wno waxed eloquently over the inO,a.st.ice of the Volstead Act, 

45 QleyglQ.!"Jd :i?lain IJea,leT·• September 26, 1930, np , 



and th.G o t.hoz- Yodorn..l ro�trict.1or�1tt.11n0 liampr-;re(l t .. io l'tv11- 

t..«. J;._. · ' '  d  ..  �  

hood. Ne :r:txu1 feat 

h6 
.foot.1.'lf�· 

r ... �'.·.,J.·r...,,, ,'11,,r.l,"f · . .- .. , . .  ,  •d 1 �,r: r-_. ", - •' ('l f"'""!l i � on!' f o;: • •  �  ,,. °' 0 -'. -.,·J, '"' .._ ,......  -....,l.,.t1V- 
lo;ljit't.,:.. ... t. ,J \.. '- - ..a-.1. .... ,� -... J - �.- _ v - • _..._u,.,.J,.,:...... � ..... -.:i, . .......,. ..J.- ... .. .  ,.,,c �- .. , .4 � Q. . 

- : ... � -· r 
·-·' J.. . L '- ; . l  ( 1 9 J 1 ) .  ·  aided 

t.::..e .., ... .:�vela:.."',:: :µ"Clic:c LGpar··:_:;1€�'1t. Ln ::-;cttl:i.1<:�u:.: � � l! i : ·  f i l' !:) t  radflo 
,, 

... 

cc;;;;c;:.md .. co.t:'....orw cy-ri·i.1inu; . , : ; ; "  ,rent G e  l,<".._r az t.c Lun e one :yf its 

! ...... 

t.�1� f·o1-, · .... 1.�e .:;.:� · ':.. J .  -,< 

Call let i..0.i'�• 

Or: that 

i i , · .  l\,,·, :;1,. ' , ·;,-, .  ,: , · 1 1  , -  ' ) r J ,  ( · " '  �  o t ·  ,: . r . , · ,,r,, 
- .... - ..L ""1. ... �J obi ,.1.;.,..... ......,...... .,j. ,� .., � - ... "Y .. I. •. , ...... �.. CJ 

lr(:, Co�:>.:.�c:.,1 --��o�:-so, CJ�yclk,;wi l',1,A!o. IM'l1·-�;��·, Docemb�r , 1 ,  1983, 
n:,. 

-�7 .Q.:i.,:;v�\a.n'-4 il a l u  L2vnJ.<2.r, August 1 5 ,  1 9 : 5 1 ,  np , 
48 QlexaJ.anc.1 :eJa1n Des.l.or:" Mnroh 2, 1947, np. 
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it had before the swe:p-wit.h t.he e xcor.r.t on o f tbP f?.ctt:tB.t. 

once ass.in, in an P.tternpt. \>Tr:'.'.:I e-.o�n,,. t o  he 11e.0e fc,r t.-ro 

� � I 
·- ·"- ' ·  , 

(r,...,.,·1···"'1""'er 1.:.:_. - . , ,  . ......  

In. March of 1938 the Clevelr:'.n·:'l "!3or:i.r.a of Edu.cation. we.a 

".l , , .,  ---�-, •• -,.,1r,0.1'en1y 
..... l .. · .  ·' - .... - - � .,.. c 

,, 

... ,�,,.0�C��J� .. r.·.; r-·1'!,� 

1-'! ·, .·, 
.; 

49 
,°\_ 

Tc� . .  ; ·  -.;·Jor' v· ·· , • .r,.·rsr.·\J,:-�: �-·j_ th 1 . ·:il).la.:.:1':·�·fE:J.son, 5/7 /63, 
4 ; 1 .:>  l).Jl 



the orisinal ball with a new one, 3 '  in diameter, in which 

the matchins networks for thenew antenna were housed. W8XNT 

proved to be,  as we ah.all see,  the first of many such e.x:pe:r- 

imente.l stations oJ)erated by WHK; in this case, WBXNT remained 

on for about three years until the outbreak of the Seo.nnd 

World \'Je.r. '..:;.v 

01eveland 1a importance as a radio market was evldentally 

beoomdmp; fast recognize.a., ror- on December 1 9 ,  1939, the 

Federe.1 conmuna eat.aona Commissions anounced that on the 

first of the comtng year a permanent office of the Commission 
,-; 1 

woul.d he opened ?b.:n this cl ty. - ·  The Cleveland market was 

mak1nr,; stead progress. In FPebruaryJ 1942; Cleveland was 

trea. ted to its first F'i:4 broadcasting station, when WBOE 

a.cqu:lred an Amstrong modula:ber, which was donated; and signed 

on as WBOE-RM with a power of 1 KW on a frequency of 42e5  

On September 8, 1942 Cleveland.again found a station em­ 

ploying two call letters, for on th.&.t day ·l'mlt-WCLE, (remember 

WTAM-WEAR), dro pped their individual network.a which they had 

been carrying since September, 19.3ih and both assumed a. 

mutual affiliation. Station WJW, originally founded in 

Mansfield in 1926, and then transferred to Akron in 1932; 

saw an opportunity, and in 1943 moved into Cleveland on a 

50 I'clcn}ione convernat1on with Rai);ph DeLa.noy, 5/10/63, 7 tOO pm 
:d ��1.a::J.i:. .f-;,·O,.Jfa, �8c,:o, , � : ,e1  1  r; ,  1 939 ,  np , 
52 Qll • .c..1..t . �  Nelson conversation. 
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f'r-equengy of 850 kcs , , wl th a power of ::i Krl, to assume an 

Clevel&nd 011 hoverrioer 1 ' { ,  1:)4).  In !i.ia'On c ne !Hie.: occupied 

12,'.!-o i ;;:cs .  ·l'ii"\..u a power of 2:;v watts, though aae had only been 

t.ncr-e s i nce 19)2 .  Ln any evant , once again when the dust 

O:n J:.'i..'l;;l i 7, 194.i+ ',,1Li. announced ·chat it was moving WCLE to 

t.o · . . 1 1 :.. � ) ,  anc; the se cond a t.t.emp t, b.·i:.. coml;iniri..g two ste.t1ons into 

station to move in t.ne fa.l.l o I tJ•.P.-..:, year, and assume a 

l i t.  was t.L.0n a.t 5cu 
\  • • I .,  

wa--c. ts J .  ·' · 

As t: rel:ul t or· t.u.0 F C C '  s  t5ene:.cul coru'ue i.cn concerning 

t.ne allo ca t.Lon e.110 uae of t.::1e F'i-1 lJroddaaililhEB Landa, WBOE� 

opera til1G en l.;.2. 5 ucs , , wac t.ol<.l the. t 1 t would ul tia,aC,4'ly 

nave to move to t�1e hig.hE-r Fl-l bands , between 68 and 10b mes s , 

r-ec errt Ly 2.ssicned for· such use; t.nus , as a preparatory step 

roz ... sucn a change , dm January of 1S;46 1vB01..-:..i<'H moved from 

42-?,5 to 41�.5 ncs , ati?t..1pawe� a, 1ii\.ri.4LW1n �.iarct1, 1947 began 

broadcaa J.:,ing si;:r,ul ta.enouaLy on 90. 3 mce , at a power or 10 KW• 

Thia we.a continued until Septem- 

53 TcJe;_).i:1c.:}�c convez-as t.Lon \d t11 Huth Gary, fj/8/63, 3 145 pm 
51� .St.c,r:1 c·-�:, Rn\·;ort, .QJ.c;.Ys.'"'l::-1.rLfl :r..:J.ll.1J..i..J2�aler, M�y 17 t  1944, 

np. 
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Upon r-eeump t.i or, o i' 

on t.I te new hle;lJ 1?1.; Lant1. �·:;:·eqtHJl1c�, of ;JJ. �- , cs . : . : '...  

'.:.'ilouLh. ·,.1.:,0.ii. na d t.ltEi cl�s Lir!ctlun o f  bt:inb t.i.11.. cl tj ' s  first 

1.l.J...( ,;·i1 •·. _, _; :-J:C-0'.(�!'-; :· , · ,  ' , . · , : : : _ '  s, ox. .  . . :  '  t  • •  ,  .L, .• 011 I , .  ·. ·L. i .  ··l;,· · .. rr11Ch L ,,_-,.,. � - - -  -  - ,.,  .• � , •.i.·'"-·.1· .., ,  ; , . v � .-\.  .;.,  vc.., .... n .. ·-'• .v �'-'J ,._. 

b1·0&.d.ca:etin,G lh.n h(.'.l'1..i•.. 1 j.:;.( • •  
_., . . . 

'f. J.l.:t.lJ sta:t:.:i.on, G t  v  U}) a ... c;> 

( ·  .c ·i-;::.1 . .., ... r� ·y · · · 1 1 n ' n  � y, .i .-1  . •  · r · · t n '-  .L r _  ....  Lo o .L. , • ,  - • . ,  •  .., -  . ...  ,  ..  -eian� ...  ?_J 1ghts 
•  ,.:.Hu..J .l 'J / .. >V.:-··.• ._,. "' ..:.Ll.�. v..1.--,,.,,., !  •  l,v .. : e  .... ,8, · .. �.:u J.J.J. v.Lt"; ;' �- U ,·1e . • 

,,,,- . ..  

aur-o ... u-ban Glevelanu t.�10y ver-e as;:;isneJ., andr..nee:tded, rela.tiv-ely 

Low �)ouer transmi ttere. ) 'they ultlma.tely 0e:5an broadcasting 

in ear-Ly �ce1,-iher, 1947.  :-G 'I'he boo.mine; Cleve,hmd rad.lo 1ndua- 

try saw another new s t.a t Lon Ln 1 f)i:.-7. On June 1 ,  ';,JMO, 1540 

kes � o.t 1000 wa·vte, sii:;ne1..1 on i"rOin 1 ts stu.u.los and trs.nam1 tters 

.c:..:._:.�., Nclso:1 ccnver-ea t Lon • 
.QI'., • .c�.l7,., DsL--:.no:,, cc}�-..re:::-r:c-,t:lcr2. 
Bac on , .Cli.:lorc, Q.lo.�la,nQ .lJe:w:a, Dec enber- 4, 1947, np • 
.lb.�,• J n_p • 



,iEKA, khil�9opt;-r&.t.1iit5 fror:; ::.118 l'e:cllllnal, used 
I , �  

·{rda 

.• - � " - • ' o • • - .... l • I •  •  r' r, 1 
v .. J '-.:' ��:-v .i.l _lb! L, vG .L':..> ,,. .. � .i\.- .£.· 1-�. 

( 1 ' 1 2 ·  '  . , - , . .  \  �  
\., - •  . L  u.:....:c •  J )  0.  

�·") 

c La.L t.e L e v  i e  Lon c t. a .t. L o n  in Clevelu1Ju. -  ·  \ i J  r: J.nHi.lGt..r·atetl FM 

.i\CCO)."Uil� to 

5�� .Q.l...QVGl-2,DL, lla1ll JJ�alev, A%UGt 2 1 ,  19:jc:,  np. 

60 !lD.• .c..l.:t. t H.-?.1Ph DeLe..ney conversation. 
6 1 .lo..;w .• , 
62 Telenhone corrver-aa t.Lon with .Joseph Epperson, 5/7/63, 
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�;(Ci, A,.11,Q. lliuW., 
O c , · E 10··�,  GE'!O.'.';;c, 

68 
69 
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70 Port0r, Phil:Lp, CJ�yele.nd lle:.1n DeaJ.O..I'... June 11�., 1 9 5 1 ,  
np. 
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at 510�>  .Suclid, exa.c t.Ly across the street from the new 

location.  

1  '.:)02 aaw t.he entrance o r ano t.lier- ·01·oac:lcas"i..c.i.' i.,(: the 1:.'H 

ranks, l'or irJ. Jl.uyoof that year, WG.AR-FM signed on on a. 

f'r-equericy of 9). S men .  

r;�·.:.11 "L�.iu 1·Bu0:..1� f'a.LLui�e of -.:.wu F},1 br-caucas t.oea , W0UO 

and . .  :::...;.:,_,, au :i.1·.'.:.refJiu .f'iecl \ f o l :i .' ,  oi t11e new WlJOK-.Al-i, on 

August 20, 1952 a.ppl.1E;d fol' pe.r,ruission\to construct iiDOK-FM, 

Wl11cll uaG c;:.,.a.nt.<::.d a. rrequtano;y of 1 0 2 . 1  mcs , , and a power 

cut put. o:: 2(1 h';;; ot: oc t.obar- 4
1 

1 Y�:.il+ t.ne newest niemb er- of 

tl1e 0lir ..  e i\.; broc..ic�st,i.1.o c Luc .]cl:..:06. t.l:..a a.i;:-·waves ar the 

ci t�·�r:-: ether s even FL oz-oadcaat.cr-o , for what proved to be 

.::Jroaclcas tJ.:..1g OievolG.Lu. rE::ceivcid 1 ts gr·eet..es t anac k in 

many years in 195�,  tihe.n. ,f'.i.'AJ..iI, pivner or-oadcaa tsr in this 

ar-ea , and one o i' the na ta.on l s formoae oper-at.or-s , announced 

i to ce.cqt.:isi tion by t.ne Vi0sti11ghouse .Broadcasting Compaqy on 

Decer,,'i.::er 29 o r t .. hac year. Slwtu.ly thereafter, Wl'AM lo.ft 

t.ne city anti t.i1c new 1',.eGt1:nghoue propetrty, still on 1000 

kca , , became :cD., a set of call Let t.er-s me:tle popul·arr in 

1-'hiladelpnia, whez-e they were f'lr·s-.: .. uaed in 1923.  On July 

4�, 19:_-;6 KYW announced tat as of August 26� it would drop 

its ai;:il1.:,.tlom:.:,:1th Nl:.C; agair.. this precipit.a.tau a .flurry 



- 3 1 -  

of activity which ul t.Lma t.e.Ly reaul ted in WHK taking dme 

NBC af:filia. tion on Decer.1ber 9, 1956, and liSRS assuming 
-· ,- 

WHK' s for-;,10r ;,rutuv.i ciSf 11 i.o. tion on Septel,.'.ber 30, 1956. {  ';.)  

Netwo1"'k radio was still 5.n seriomrntrouble in Cleveland., 

however; December 28, 1957 saw WJW-AM and.FM drop their.ABC 

a.ff111a:t1on, he l.d since the station moved to Cleveland in 

the Dlue Fet-and the ste.tus of netw11kk radio began to look 

evenashakier. 

J?M, now continually expanding, saw a n.ew arrival on 

Ha�h 2, 1  958 when WB\-JC- Fli• the Cleveland area.• s only colleg­ 

iate broaclcaater,on the airwaves, (several colleges own 

c Lo aed--c Lr-cut. �:Campus Carrier11  networlrn-b.ut none ut:U1zed 

standard t!�nsmission �n the airwaves) a1Btt on on 88.3  mes . ,  

with a power output of 1 0  watts. TH1a educational station, 

o..med andoerated by BaldwinpWallci.ce College and:1to stud�nt 

body in Berea, Ohio, 1 5  miles from }'Ubl1o �qqare, servea a 

listening audience covori� mo&t of the Keat Side-soon to 

be expanded to include the ent1re county. 

On ;Jecembeit 19 ,  1958 Clevela.ndf's radio markets suddenly 

found one of themrnost complex transactions that the industry 

had seen in ye�·s in the worl:a. The oner-s of WJJ.XO sold thttr 

propert.y, and acquired sinulte.neously WSRS ... AM a.nd FM. ohang- 

1:ng the old SBS eo.11 to lmRI?IO, but opera.ting on the old BRS 



frequency of 1490, stfl.rtin;?": in Janua.ryoof 1959, with the 

still on 9 5 . 3  mcs , , arid operated a.a an en1.:.treJ.y Intepe-nden.t.. 

station, with se�e.rate nro�ra!'lmi'!'l�. This lP-ft. the 154-0 kov. 

spot unfilled, i.mtll March 1 3 ,  1959 when the ne�r TN�'8Q �igne<l. 

,-,. :;i  

on, ontthe old JMO rrequency.fu 

19S8 saw the erit.r-ance of o. new brodcanter on 1 0 3 .  3 �  WC"qF-FM, 

a t.r-ansmt ttAr de11 YP,r1.nr 1 :St:; KW, nnc1 ri hi�l1J.y �m1nl1'n f.\Yitenna 

eyn1�em utiliz:'l.nF 1 ?.  �e�-)�r'":1,te 11rnrs, t:1-)ln�'A 1ookiit1 eY1.no11'r'J&tg!}l\g 

Co�ny; ( N O B ) ;  u  ..  n.fortw·w.tely, thenew ntat:ton ·w.'ll.A n1.A.v,,101t 

in Toldeo was axcelJ.ent, oim11ar11�r� th� ntn..tion WAS oh11t• 

·-----·····---- 

77 
7

0  
r  •  

79 

.Q.\:",r':o,:1�L-�:·�·!':1, :)B(::in>i·2�-· 1c), 1J5S �  nn/ 
r. _.:., �· , f' i · c  �·:c,d'n,, �.4: .. .1.·c1 .. 1 3 ,  1959, np. · 

�QJ.0.v�.and f1�in �.r, December 8 ,  1958, np. 
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lJ.il:f'i .. 

t.n c aocisio� 1  was nc.Je ·.:.u t;.·�illz,0 011.L;· ten unitfl of the 

, 

po·�ie1· t.o 1 1 0  :.;1:, (not,llling t.o ue g[,ucW1e<l of 1 ) .  ·  
1  

Ort 
� ' ( I 
t .,.),.),I, oi 1 1 :0�1, whLch �a.iI1ta.:lned 

.:.,a.ncls. 

l.)ilieC. 1;1� "Glt:vel a.11.clAs ;l!'in(: A.rte 

G 1  �. 
82 '.!'e!o0· ·h(;J1e (: r ,:nve2' ."rit1.om11,}-':1 \  �oh.e0--t Corn'.•n.n, 5/6/63, 6:30pm. 



- · ; -  

aSflliatiohs in Clevele.nd A.�a.in rotated. W1-IK dropped its 

NBC affiliation. ir. 1959n 2,11.r.:1 ci.se,1.1-,'Jer
1 P. �1d ;�,.-tuaJ.-ABC 

when the station changed handa , WJMO obliged._ b:· �ccept!ng 

AB C ,  and HDOK linked 'lir�_e.lf ,-r:t th r.:'ut11:::.�.-r1:.r c��.· t'r-om the 

th:tr·ties wl1en st.ations clP.m1;1ored rc r an e.ffil19.tion. ':lJW 

assumed J.i>r3C on August 1 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  t<£.v-inf:; been independent s1noe 

87. it dr-opped its ABC affiJ.iat:'.onlP.tc 1n 1 957 , -  t-�.kinr ove� 

the Ifill{ affiliation. This e.ssocl�.t.1.on prvvect. to be sh.o:!'t­ 

l�ed, however, for the networkleft W,JK on D'E,cem.b�r 2 1 ,  of 

that SaJT!e year, that a t.a t Ion t.hengotnc inde-pt!nc.c-nt. Now 

without an affiliate, NBC bepan sea.rch:tlli'.,, and fint:?.J.ly 

persufl.dea WGAR, lon13: e. bae t.Lnn o f  C B B ,  +o a s s ume thP. !\'BC 
•· I 

1 i ,,. 1.1: i � � il �n 1G63.' ·>� coverar,;e, w.1 C·1  .  ll' a ci on. ��r. . ;, ; , _ 

time in mid-1962; a.na on N"Yerril,e:i::- 5 ,  1962 assumed tho ea.'.11 

>�c� 
letters WCLV-l!M, sti'.1.1. on 95.  5.  '-' .J  

To round out our llst.in.goof C1eveland•s raa.10 ope�'!iltions 

let me hrie:fly mention two other Rt�t't0PR,  triO'Y'$.h nl')t of the 

commercial variety. One� WCY, openea October 1 ,  1926 at 

W:est 1 17th and Madison, onerated by �'WA, with. a -:')owor o:f' 750 

watts. It served a.a a rn�r1rte commun1cf.lcttona ,:,.tattbnn, and on 

83 
,� ' 

l)f-,  

es 

®• ,d.t . ,  Ruth Gary conversation. 
·�\.;_\·.:: � .o: �,--:: .;t'l"!··_r(J1")3.F:. c:� .t) _ .-:. : . .  }� ·

1 � - :
.  :;trf�sB!:)� . 1

: � .::_  •.• C�i, 

Q;?,. ��., Robert Conrad conversation. 



... ,. ,- 

f Or' scv0J·nJ. yfitu•c bt'n�ny·,� tlr�c�r�c\tmJ,_n: r:�ci . 'r:".° .dir. · 1 , � ."'u 

.s , 'f ; · · ·  ( ., .,  � .  : · ·  .... .  �'�· 

. .  

i"'hlli3 "'e have p. ohr-or1c-loc:;1 ct' CJ.w�.J.�,ri<:' 3 ffl,c1ie d�'Velop­ 

nont. :fron the rt-ht nrimt t1 v-€, ,rot".1-a.mn o f ·rre1\C:3 all tl"'� ·way 

futu.r.e. 



Boolta and N£ngazin�s- 

1 

2 

Rooe, w1111am o, • Qlwrelian4! .:.?ll. MaJd.ns Q.t. a .o.1.:t£, 
World Publishing Campany, c>eveland, Obio, 1950. 

amacJcmatine � :t,)Uw;u:.)lt• (Market Book Issuia), 
Broadcasting Publications, Inc., Washington• n,c,  •  
Iaeue #53. 

Newspapers- 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Qlevm) and U&1D Ile&lttit, JM-uary 1 ,  1950· 

Ql·w,:elana i!laln DfJAlfn:, October 10, 1926, 

a1n;a14ma.;e:Laio RcaJ.e::, Mareh 3, 1957, 

Q J. a:z&lll. s.na flaln U�J-ex:, February 10. 1951 ·  

7 oiex@iao<3 Eraea, February 10. 1938. 

8 Condon, George, Cln�lw 21a1n llla,l o,r, October 2 1 .  
1 95 1 .  

9  Qla1l.w FJ.rdn J)ulGr, Apr11 4, 1926. 

10 ClutlM<l :Uain DIAJ ex:. neoembee 8, 1926. 

1 1  Kintner, Robert, Cl.mr@Jal3'1 Uah1 U.Altr, Januaey '17 • 
1928, 

1 2  ClexeJ 8llc1 f2.&1n DAal-e:r, Daoember 1 1 ,  1926• 

1 3  Clcxeiano :lain llioi1r, sept.ember 2, 1927. 

14 cnev,la.na lla1a. Qea:J.et:, A)r11 as, 1927, 

15 111ntner, Robert, Clftlt@l&nd &!Jehl PWftX:t Novomber 12, 
1928. . 

1 6  aJaua.a.ud PJ,a1n Ueeiar, May 29, 1927. 
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17 Kllhtner, Robert, CllltCl &.n£l n.a1n 1lca.lsa�, December 12,  
:,927. 

18 Kintner, Robert; wle:iz:alana ?l&:1.ll Diale�, December 15, 
1927. 

19 Kintner, Robert, Ql,a;ulm,;gd flA1D nwsn·, May :,o, 1928. 

20 Kintner, Robert, Ql.i.Ul&ll'1 :.ela1n �&lil:C; September 2, 
1928. 

21 Kintner, Robert, Qlau:Laua fleliln Ilea.lax:, OOtober 13. 
1928. 

22 Kintner, Robert. Qla&l,&04 f.l&!D Illa.lei:, Februal:'y 2, 
1929. 

23 Kintner, F.Obertt Ql e,ul l\1lil :lain Ptalcn:. MAroh 9, 192Sh 

24 ctevcJarul Pla1n :aeeiAx:, .April 24, 1929. 

25 c12:u:clMd PJa1n Deelu:, April 26, 1929. 

26 F(intner, Robert. Ql&l[QlaQ,d 1?1A3U Pea,101;, April 28, 1929. 

27 Cle:volan,1 mae. July 7, 1929. 

28 Kintner, Robert, CltmilBllQ 1:1aan D.ealm;:, October 6, 
1929, 

29 AlneJ an4 £.ltdD Q.a,Jer, November 7, 1929. 

30. Kintner, Robert, CJ GYAlMO :fJatt1 OeaJ or. October 1 :,, 
1929. 

31 Cook, AM.bur• Qla.utJAU<l Pmaa; november 7, t929. 

32 Cle:relanO Plain Paalei:, September 26, 1930, 

33 c·ondon, George, g1exAJaoo 210,sa lleelfrc, Dec$nlber 1 1 ,  
1960. 

34 Oonden. George, Q)nelanrJ PJal; PAAJ.1:c, December 10, 
1955. 

35 C1BQlM4 Elatn ties.lex:, August 13, 1931 ,  

36 QJenceJsn4 PJa2:n Qeal.ot?, t&rch a, 1947 • 
... 



39 

Stephen, Robert 

1937. 

Stephen, Hobert 
1938. 

"  ;,;,  .  ;  

q  
.... . .  

111 

Qlusala.ntl PJe,,1n Pesl<n:. September 

40 Qluclnnd l:leln �Mltuz, December 31 ., 1938 .• 

41 BlAYolsnd f.r;eas, Deeember 19, 1939. 

42 Stephen, Hobert s. ,  Ulaele-nd, Fla2,g Pooler, September 12. 
1941. 

43 Stephen, Robert o. ,  CUasiw :tJatn Peale�, september 9, 
1942. . 

44 5mall, Jack., Qloxtla..»cl Pl:AIG, Mareh 24, 1943. 

45 Barnmnn, George, o.iaelnnrl DA11n U§Alat:, October 23, 
1945. 

46 Stephen• Robert s, , Cla:claxul :eJ aln OCA.1 fn:, March 2, 
1911-7. . 

47 Helman, Edwin, QlAx@luri e:ceao., Auguet 4, 1948. 

48. Stephen• Robert s . ,  Qli3U&lan4 :e:Ja,u DtleJox:, March ::,1,  
1946. 

49 atephen, Rot:tert s., .AJAJrilwad FlA1llX1*,le:c, Deoembe,:, 17, 
1946. 

50 Stephen• ltobert e, ;  Ql.atlnncl ilAil> le&lll:rt June 2., 1947• 

51 Q3GA1.&DA fln.iu X2ftater, August 21 ,  1952. 

52 alllYftlNl'2 f'.)s11l UMJ.c, Se-pt.ember 10, 1948. 

53 alu1l�-d i:l,AS n llMl ·tt:, October a. 1954. 

54 Ql.waiano flat-� Oealar, June 2;,, 1943. 

'' a, nal&nA fl &in ID.Ml fCt December 1,, 1947, 

56 11ff.lll.an4 Pl:CB1h Jm.nuary fOt 1947• 

57 Bacon, El.mere, Q31:xf&luc!I Hae,, Detf';mlber 4, 19§7. 

58= al.nal,md !J.A,1,n Ufil=• Juntt 1 1 ,  1949. 

59 Stephen, Robert s,;  C.3.axeland flatn neaisr, December 
7, 1947. . 
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61 

62 

71 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81  

8:; 

84 

iv 

Baoon, Elmore• QJqyelawtJ Nu&t August 39, HJl.\.8. 

Ol@Yt1e;nc1 :elm.1,n PtmlA.£, M.aach 19, 1950. 

���:1M• Hobert s, a Qln:eJ.awl lcla3n P@alret, May 15, 

l=�n· o-eo·rge, 'iJGQ4/J;U4 P'\Atll Dt'la.t, m,vember '9, 

a.1 mtQlaud limta., Ma..rCh 24, 1949. 

Condon, George� Glesltm,l l'.li12Q liaicu:, June 16; 1949. 
.  I!,,  

Oondtm. Geo:rse. a •••• na tlaA:o QMler, June '°' 1949. 

Pot'�r. Philip, Ql,QM:J.GIA Otha P&l1r. Juno 1r4, 1951 • 

CJtxelaa4 l:l&1n Dealtrt January 19, 19-49. 

QJ tl"lila.nd l'lc.in � e:r, Janua.:ry 14, 1951 • 

Condon, GGOrge., camtatan40iJ41fi1 Qlal tr, Ja.tll.\1j;ry 1&, 
t951.  

Condon, George; c;t,,�QW'J PJd:a 121aler:, March 9. 1950· 

Condon. George, Gb¥:ftA,&ll4. i:lAill Iaa331&1r, JanW:\.t'y 6t 1950. 

Condon., ooo�e, Q.em.&lld Ua.3:n QmJ·G• Hcvem'ber 18, 1961. 

oe-ndon; Geors•, al,mta3 &no rJ tln#,,a llMJ.u, August 20, 1952t 

OOl'id.Oilat Geot'8$t QJ,·fll:alutl EleJ.:o llWA:t, Dot-ember 29• 
1955. 

Gondon, G�e-, ala;tl,anA lJ B 3:,:a ltiA3 0:C. J'4-y 14-. t956. 

aJ &Dlan4 l!lun :Dat\11.lb septe.mbf>J- 21 ,  1956. 

al fitlTG'lancl �lain 1ll!l,«x:t July :,1• 1958� 

Ct.mdGnt O&o�e, Glntll•d ?1a1XI nmv Cl:Ct Detemb&l- ,. 
1956. , · · 

Gl.fLVll®d Hmm_. DeCimlber 17, 1958. 

al.mttllans\ Ple1:n Pet\111'4• Deomnber 8, 1958• 

cJaulaml :e.u,e, ��en 1;;. 1959. 

aJ.e:smJ an<l nain nw at:, July 1 a, 1959 .. 

Kano. nuso-e:i,, Q11S'M\1Jm4 ':P;te,1jJ, bler,- Decembel" 2 1 ,  1 9 6 1 .  
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85 C1E2,i;@Jooo 'L'lmQs, October 2, 1926. 

86 "lm,ele,nd 1;Ja;1.n UMlt>t:, January 7. 1929. 

87 Ua.n Hetre, Mnur1oe, Cle::v,:Qlm,nd .llima, March 4, 1957. 

88 C1QU1Aru1 PlaJ,o DAAlm:. Jun$ 12, 1949. 

T·alephone Converaa tionf}ff 

89 � Ba.By, IUW eng.1nee-t>t 5/7/63, 3 (30 pm. 

90 Clarke, Ecld.1e, w1m pub11c rel.at1ons, 5/6/63, 1 1  JOO a.m. 

91 ,  Conrad, Robert• WCL.V owner• 5/6/63, 6 130 ID, 

92 Court.ne:,, WJHO €;SUD4 ffia?la£Gl't 5/8/6), 2 J 3()  Plil• 

93 Doi.s.ney, RP.J.:ph, former On!af EnGineer, WHKt 5/10/63, 
7:00 pm. 

94 Der:.1r.1ing, Lawson, �?le?' proe-.)"arn director VTM-i;, 5/7 /631 
10 (30 a...rn. 

95 .Epperson., Joseph, Chief JL:ng!neltt' WI!.."WS., S/7 /63, 1 1  t  1 5  am. 

96 Gary, RutJ1, WJW public relations, 5/8/61. 3145 pm. 

@7 Goore;e; ciri, WGAR manager, 5/7/63. 4 :30 pt1. 

98 ..rerom$1 Jerry, KYW eng1ne-u1 5/7/63t 3 140 Pln• 

99 Yq.¥>wl ton, w1111,am., forme:r �r, WJAX• 5/7/63, 1 :45 pm. 

1.00{ Miller, ROb0:rt1 WERE B� �er,. 5/o/6}, 3145 Pnt• 

101 rrinson• William., W'BOE e.ns1ni3'e'r'; 5/7/6'5, 4 t 1§  l"ffl:• 

109 Petel'$'* Ba.rMet, Cleveland Preus Radio•?V Dept,, 5/7/63, 
10  ,4.5 am. 

tb:3 Smiley, �bert, �� di.rector WGAR, 5/7/6';;1 10 ! 15  am. 

104 3p111et-t Howard,, Kl'W $ngl,nGOl"t 5/7/67>, ;5t45 Plll• 

105 We'bnert R!oh.$.rd D,, Ohio Bell plant tre.in1� operations 
1.nstr-�otor, 5/7/63 10 roe pm. 

106 ibid.., 5/10/63• 9 S)() ,itf. 

107 ibid., 5/8/63, 1 0 , 00  pm. 


